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The location of the study area is shown on Figure 1. 

 
Figure 1. 23 Callaway Court Peterborough. Location of study area shown in green. 
 

1.4 Impacts 
 
The area of potential impact is comprised of the entire area marked in green at Figure 1. 
Under Clause 52.17 a permit to remove native vegetation will be required.  
 
Refer to Plates 1-6 for photographs of the vegetation existing conditions.  
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2 METHODS  

2.1 Taxonomy 
 
Scientific names for plants follow the Vicflora (RBG website i).  Common names for plants 
follow the Flora of Victoria Vols 2-4 (Walsh and Entwisle 1994-1999). 
 

2.2 Literature and Database Review 
 
Relevant literature and databases, including data from the following were reviewed: 
 

• The Native Vegetation Removal tool (DEECA website iii). 

• Google Earth imagery. 

 

2.3 Field Survey  
 
The site was inspected on foot on the 19th of February 2026. The entire study area was 
traversed. Records were taken of all indigenous vascular plant and dominant exotic plant 
species. Observations were made of the existing habitat values. Vegetation was mapped.  
 
EVCs were determined by reference to the relevant bioregion mapping and benchmarks 
descriptions and review of remnant vegetation in the local area.  
 

2.4 Limitations  
 
The assessment was conducted during summer, a time of year that is suitable for the 
detection of most flora species likely to occur on site. The site was unslashed and ungrazed at 
the time of survey. At the time of inspection, the growth of native vegetation was sufficient 
to determine vegetation characteristics within the study area. 
 
Due to the relatively degraded condition of the study area vegetation, the site inspection is 
considered sufficient to assess the ecological values of the site.  The survey includes only 
vascular flora. Fauna surveys were not undertaken. 
 

2.5 Defining Significance  
 
A number of criteria are applied in order to assess the significance of flora species and 
vegetation communities.  The definition of the criteria is detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
 
 

Address corrected to 26 Callaway Court



Vegetation Assessment   23 Callaway Court Peterborough   Final   MTES    April 2026    9 

 

2.6 Defining and Assessing Vegetation 
 
Native vegetation in Victoria has been defined by DEECA as belonging to two categories. 
These are: 
 
Patch native vegetation 
 
Patch native vegetation is either: 

• any area of vegetation where at least 25 per cent of the total perennial understorey 
plant cover is native 

• any area with three or more native canopy trees where the canopy foliage cover is 
overlapping. 

• Areas mapped as wetlands by DEECA. 
 
Scattered Tree native vegetation 
 
Scattered tree native vegetation is:  

• a native canopy tree that does not form part of a patch.  
 
 
Habitat Hectares 
 
Habitat hectare (Vegetation Quality Assessment v1.3) is a site-based measure that combines 
extent and condition of native vegetation. The current condition of native vegetation is 
assessed against a benchmark for its Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC). EVCs are 
classifications of native vegetation types. The benchmark for an EVC describes the attributes 
of the vegetation type in its mature natural state, which reflects the pre-settlement 
circumstances. The condition score of native vegetation at a site can be determined through 
undertaking a habitat hectare assessment. 
The habitat hectares of native vegetation is calculated by multiplying the current condition of 
the vegetation (condition score) by the extent of native vegetation (DEECA website ii). 
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3 RESULTS  

3.1 Ecological Vegetation Class  
 
Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) are the primary level of classification of vegetation 
communities within Victoria. An EVC contains one or more plant (floristic) community and 
represents a grouping of vegetation communities with broadly similar ecological attributes.  
Classification of EVCs in this report follows Oates and Taranto (2001).  
 
The pre-1750 EVC mapping of the study area undertaken by DEECA (DEECA Website iii) 
indicates that the study area was comprised of ECV 161 Coastal Headland Scrub.   
 
The current study records native vegetation that accords with ECV 161 Coastal Headland 
Scrub. ECV 161 Coastal Headland Scrub has a bioregional conservation status of ‘Vulnerable’ 
in the Warrnambool Plain bioregion (DEECA website v). Vulnerable is defined as an EVC 
where between 10-30% of the pre-european distribution remains in the bioregion. 
 
Refer to Figure 2 for DEECA EVC mapping. 
 

 
Figure 2. Distribution of EVCs pre-1750 (DEECA Website ii). ECV 161 Coastal Headland Scrub. 
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3.2 Flora  
 
A total of 7 native and 14 exotic vascular plant species were recorded from within the study 
area this survey (refer to Table 1). 
 
 
Table 1 Vascular Plant Species recorded within the study area this survey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Status:  
Native – Local Conservation Significance. 
 

3.3 Vegetation Condition  
 
The vegetation of the study area consists of the following:  
 

▪ The majority of the site consists of disturbed land that carries entirely exotic 
vegetation. 

▪ Smaller areas of relatively degraded native vegetation (Figure 4). 
▪ Planted exotic species comprised of a boundary plantation of NZ Christmas Bush 

Metrosideros thomasii. 
  

Botanical Name Common Name  Status 

Acaena novae-zelandiae Bidgee-widgee Native 

Agrostis capillaris Creeping Bent-grass Exotic 

Anagellis arvensis Pimpernel Exotic 

Bromus sp. Brome Grass Exotic 

Cenchrus clandestinus Kikuyu Exotic 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle Exotic 

Cynodon dactylon Couch Exotic 

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot Exotic 

Ehrharta erecta Panic Veldt-grass Exotic 

Ficinia nodosa Knobby Club-rush Native 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog Exotic 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat’s-ear Exotic 

Lagurus ovatus Hares-tail Grass Exotic 

Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard-heath Native 

Myoporum insulare Boobialla Native 

Plantago coronopus Buck’s-horn Plantain Exotic 

Poa poiformis Coast Tussock-grass Native 

Rhagodia candoleana Seaberry Saltbush Native 

Sonchus oleraceous Sow Thistle Exotic 

Sporobolus africanus Rat-tail Grass Exotic 

Tetragonia implexicoma Bower Spionach Native 
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4 ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE  

4.1 Significant Flora  
 
All 7 native plant species recorded during this survey are assessed to be of Local Conservation 
Significance (refer to Table 1 and Appendix 1). 
 

4.2 EVCs 
 
ECV 161 Coastal Headland Scrub has a bioregional conservation status of ‘Vulnerable’ in the 
Warrnambool Plain bioregion (DEECA website v) (refer to Section 3.1). 
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5 LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENT POLICY  

5.1 Native Vegetation Permitted Clearing Regulations 
 
Under Particular Provision (Native Vegetation Clause 52.17) the State has gazetted the Native 
Vegetation Permitted Clearing Regulations. The Regulations ‘introduce a risk based approach 
to assessing applications to remove native vegetation’ (DEECA website i). Native vegetation is 
defined in Clause 72 of the Victoria Planning Provisions as plants that are indigenous to Victoria, 
including trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses. Plants from other states or overseas are not native 
and the permitted clearing regulations do not apply if they are being removed. The Guidelines 
considers the biodiversity value of native vegetation by measuring the following two 
components:  

• Site-based information that can be measured or observed at a site.  
• Landscape scale information that cannot be measured or observed at the site and is 

included in maps and models (DELWP 2017). 
 
The purpose of Clause 52.17 is to ensure that there is no net loss to biodiversity as a result of 
the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. This is achieved by applying the 
following three step approach in accordance with the Guidelines for the removal, destruction 
or lopping of native vegetation (Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
2017) the Guidelines:  
 
1. Avoid the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.  
2. Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation that 
cannot be avoided.  
3. Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact if a permit is granted to re 
move, destroy or lop native vegetation.  
 
To manage the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation to minimise land and 
water degradation. (DEECA Website i). 
When native vegetation removal is permitted, an offset must be secured which achieves a no 
net loss outcome for biodiversity. To achieve this the offset makes a contribution to Victoria’s 
biodiversity that is equivalent to the contribution made by the native vegetation that was 
removed. The type and amount of offset required depends on the native vegetation being 
removed and the contribution it makes to Victoria’s biodiversity. 
 
The three assessment pathways are:  

• Basic – limited impacts on biodiversity.  
• Intermediate – could impact on large trees, endangered EVCs, and sensitive wetlands 

and coastal areas.  
• Detailed – could impact on large trees, endangered EVCs, sensitive wetlands and 

coastal areas, and could significantly impact on habitat for rare or threatened species.  
The assessment pathway of an application is determined in accordance with the following 
requirements.  
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Implications for the current proposal are discussed as follows.  
 
The study area is not located within a DEECA current wetland mapping layer. 
 
No clearing of native vegetation is known to have occurred within the previous five years. 
 
Refer to Figure 3 for the distribution of vegetation in the study area according to ‘Location’. 
 

 
Figure 3. Distribution of vegetation according to ‘Location’. Green equates to ‘Location 1’ 
(i.e., lowest risk) (DEECA Website iii). The impact areas are located within Location 1. The 
proposal requires the removal of Location 1 ‘patch’ native vegetation (Figure 4).  
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5.1.1 Patch Native Vegetation 

 
Under the Native Vegetation Permitted Clearing Regulations, any areas of patch native 
vegetation that are proposed to be removed are subject to protection/and or recruitment 
offsets, depending upon the characteristics of the site. 
 
One area of patch native vegetation, totalling 0.010 ha in size, was recorded that requires 
removal and is therefore assessed as an impact (Figure 4). 
 

5.1.2 Scattered Tree Native Vegetation 

 
Under the Native Vegetation Permitted Clearing Regulations, any scattered tree native 
vegetation that is proposed to be removed are subject to protection/and or recruitment 
offsets, depending upon the characteristics of the site. 
 
Scattered trees, that is, mature native canopy trees that exist outside of a patch, are also 
assessed under the Regulations. Within the bioregion, EVC 161 has no ‘canopy trees’. 
 
It is assessed that no scattered tree native vegetation is present or impacted on. 
 

5.1.3 Avoid and minimise 

 
The road alignment for the ultimate construction of MacGillivray Road, Peterborough has 
been determined via allocated road reserve dimensions and detailed engineering plans. As 
such, the construction of the road requires battering to achieve compliance and the 
vegetation is required to be removed to facilitate this. 
 

5.1.4 No Net Loss Implications  

 
The results show that the current native vegetation condition for the study area consists of 
one area of patch native vegetation that is assessed to be impacted on (0.010 ha of Location 
1 patch native vegetation). Consequently, if a permit is sought to remove this vegetation, 
there are implications for the removal of this vegetation under the Native Vegetation 
Permitted Clearing Regulations.  
 
In keeping with the requirements of the Regulations, the DEECA Native Vegetation NVR tool 
(DEECA website iii) has been utilized to generate a Native vegetation removal report (NVRR 
ID: 354-20260202_7LQ) to determine the assessment pathway and to calculate vegetation 
offset requirements. The removal of the recorded native vegetation is as assessed to be a 
basic pathway application. 
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Should a permit to remove the native vegetation recorded this assessment be given, the 
offset requirements would be for the generation of 0.002 general habitat units, to be 
achieved within the Corangamite CMA or Moyne Council area, with a minimum strategic 
biodiversity value score of 0.36.  
 
Refer to Appendix 2 for the Native vegetation removal report. Refer to Plates 1-6 for 
photographs of the vegetation existing conditions.  
 

 
Figure 4a. Location of native vegetation recorded this survey and assessed as being impacted 
on. 
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Figure 4b. Location of native vegetation assessed as being impacted on. Summary. 
 

5.1.5 Achieving Offsets 

 
Vegetation offsets are to be achieved by 3rd party offset purchase. A search of the DEECA 
offset data base (DEECA website v) indicates that there is reasonable assurance that an 
appropriate 3rd party offset is available. Refer Appendix 3 Report of available native 
vegetation credits (Report ID: 34276). 
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5.2 Clause 52.37 Canopy Trees 
CANOPY TREES 
Purpose 
To protect and enhance canopy tree cover to support greener and cooler residential areas. 
To maximise the retention of existing canopy tree cover where no development is proposed. 
To ensure that development is designed to maximise the retention and long-term health of existing 
and new canopy trees and contributes to increasing canopy tree cover. 
To balance the retention of existing canopy trees and residential development to meet the housing 
needs of Victoria’s growing population.     
To encourage canopy tree cover that is site and climate responsive and supports the local 
environment. 

 
In Clause 52.37:  

• canopy tree means a tree that has:  
o a height of more than 5 metres above ground level; and 
o a trunk circumference of more than 0.5 metres, measured at 1.4 metres above ground 

level; and 
o a canopy diameter of at least 4 metres; 

(https://planning-schemes.app.planning.vic.gov.au/Moyne/ordinance/52.37) 
 

5.2.1 Implications 

 

The tallest implicated trees (shrubs) within the study area are less than 3 metres in height. 
 
Consequently, there are no implications for the proposal for Clause 52.37 as no trees are 
more than 5 metres above ground level. 
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6 CONCLUSIONS 
 
Description 
 
The area of land at 23 Callaway Court Peterborough that is the subject of this report is 
assessed for presence of native vegetation and to determine the Clause 52.17 implications 
for any native vegetation that is proposed to be impacted.  
 
 
Implications  
 
The vegetation of the study area can be described as follows: 
 

• Disturbed with predominately exotic plant species.  

• Relatively degraded native vegetation, comprised of 7 locally significant native species 
which are representative of EVC 161 Coastal Headland Scrub. 

 
ECV 161 Coastal Headland Scrub has a bioregional conservation status of ‘Vulnerable’ in the 
Warrnambool Plain bioregion. 
 
One area of patch native vegetation, totalling 0.010 ha in size, was recorded that requires 
removal and is therefore assessed as an impact. 
 
If a planning permit was issued by the Moyne Council to remove the native vegetation 
identified on site by this assessment, the offset requirements would be for the generation of 
0.002 general habitat units, to be achieved within the Corangamite CMA or Moyne Council 
area, with a minimum strategic biodiversity value score of 0.36. The removal would be 
assessed as a ‘basic assessment pathway’ application. 
 
There are no implications for the proposal for Clause 52.37 as no implicated trees are more 
than 5 metres above ground level. 
 
 
Limitations 
 
There are not considered to be any significant limitations to the findings of this study.  
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Appendix 1 ASSESSING CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Conservation significance is assessed at a range of scales including national, state, regional 
and local.  Criteria used for determining the conservation significance of flora at national to 
local scales are presented below for botanical conservation significance. 
 
Botanical Significance  
 
National botanical significance applies to an area when it supports one or more of the 
following attributes: 
 a population of at least one nationally threatened plant species listed by Briggs and Leigh 
(1996) or plant species listed on the schedules to the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 
 A nationally threatened ecological community listed on the schedules of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 
 
State botanical significance applies to an area when it supports one or more of the following 
attributes: 
 A population of at least one plant species threatened in Victoria, as listed by the 
schedules to the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 
 An ecological community considered threatened in Victoria through its listing on the 
schedules of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 
 
Regional botanical significance applies to an area that supports one or more of the following 
attributes: 
 Supports a population of one or more regionally depleted species defined in a valid 
regional assessment of biodiversity (eg. Regional Native Vegetation Plan, Environment 
Conservation Council Report or Comprehensive Regional Assessment documents). 
 An ecological vegetation class that is considered endangered or vulnerable in a particular 
bioregion (based on Conn 1993 and the Regional Native Vegetation Plan. 
 An ecological vegetation class that is considered depleted in a particular bioregion (based 
on Conn 1993 and the Regional Native Vegetation Plan). 
 
Local botanical significance applies to all remnant native vegetation that does not meet the 
above criteria.  In much of Victoria native vegetation has been so depleted by past clearing 
and disturbance that all remaining vegetation must be considered to be of at least local 
conservation significance. 
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Appendix 2 Native vegetation removal report 
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Appendix 3 Report of available native vegetation credits 
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Plates 1-6 Site Photographs 

 
Plate 1. Exotic vegetation. Typical conditions. 
 

 
Plate 2. Exotic vegetation. Typical conditions. 
 

 
Plate 3. Exotic and native vegetation. Typical conditions. 
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Plate 4. Exotic and native vegetation. Typical conditions. 
 

 
Plate 5. Exotic and native vegetation. Typical conditions. 
 

 
Plate 6. Exotic and planted exotic vegetation. Typical conditions. 
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