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1. INTRODUCTION 

Ove Arup and Partners was commissioned by Moyne Shire Council to prepare a bicycle 
strategy for the Shire and its major townships of Koroit, Mortlake and Port Fairy. The aim 
of the strategy was to: 
• review the existing bicycle infrastructure (both on-road and off-road), 
• to consult with schools and community groups to determine the needs and desires 

for bicycle infrastructure 
• to identify a practical bicycle network, with recommended treatments 
• to determine funding options available to develop the route 
• . to develop an action plan listing priorities, impediments, and appropriate staging of 

works 
 
The strategy will take into account constraints and opportunities presented by the 
existing road network, taking into account the needs of the various cycling groups and 
potential bicycle users, in addition to the needs of other user groups including motorists, 
pedestrians and the disabled. 
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2. BACKGROUND 

Moyne Shire Council covers an area of 5,475 square kilometres and has an approximate 
population of 15,800 including three principal townships of Koroit (pop’n 1515), Mortlake 
(pop’n 985) and Port Fairy (pop’n 2557). The Shire has approximately 84 kilometres of 
coastline and has boundaries with the more densely populated Rural City of 
Warrnambool, in addition to boundaries with the Shires of Glenelg, Southern Grampians, 
Corangamite and the Rural City of Ararat. 
 

2.1 Previous Bicycle Studies and Supporting Documentation 

No previous bicycle strategies have been prepared for the Moyne Shire Council. In an 
effort to develop continuity with both future development plans within the Council and 
linkage with external bicycle studies conducted with neighbouring Councils, a number of 
documents were reviewed and analysed prior to the preparation of this strategy. 
 
These documents include: 
Australia Cycling 1999 – 2004 – The National Strategy, prepared by Austroads 1999 
Warrnambool Bicycle Plan – Parts 1 and 2, prepared by Turnbull Fenner 1998 
Great Ocean Road Trail Study, prepared by Sinclair Knight Merz 1997 
Moyne Shire Council Road Safety Strategy – Draft 
Moyne Shire Council – Infrastructure Roads Program 1999/00 – 2003/2004 
Moyne Shire Council – five year footpath program 
Moyne Shire Council – traffic counts summary 
Moyne Shire Council – typical cross-sections 
 
A number of these previous reports prepared have specific information relating to the 
Moyne Shire Council and the preparation of a bicycle strategy. This information has 
been briefly summarised below. 
 
Other reference guidelines utilised include: 
• Part 14 of the Austroads Guidelines “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice – 

Bicycles” 
• Australian Standard 1742.9 – 1986 Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices Part 9 

– Bicycle Facilities 
 
These guidelines form the basis of good design practice when designing for cyclists. 
 

2.2 Great Ocean Road Trail Study 

As part of the Linking Victoria Road strategy, sections of the Great Ocean Road falling 
within the Shire of Moyne boundaries come under the scope of the strategy that aims to 
widen narrow sections of the road west of the Apollo Bay. In the report, Childers Cove 
Road was identified as a potential alternate route for cyclists travelling between the 
Princes Hwy and the coastal route. The road is 3.6 metres wide and lightly trafficked.  
 
The report also identifies the potential for Great Ocean Road to be realigned closer to 
the coastline as proposed in the Draft Victorian Coastal Strategy. The report 
recommended that the development of any route along this area should incorporate 
facilities to encourage cycling as well as motorists. 
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2.3 Warrnambool Bicycle Plan 

The Warrnambool Bicycle Plan went into significant detail regarding the state and needs 
of cyclist training routes in and around the Rural City of Warrnambool. Many of these 
treatments are applicable to training cyclists within the Shire of Moyne. Both the 
Warrnambool Cycling Club and the Warrnambool Veterans Cycling Club regularly train 
and race over routes within the Shire of Moyne. The Mortlake Road and Wangoom Road 
were identified as popular training routes. Typically, routes favoured by training and 
racing cyclists are those with smooth seals, low traffic volumes and adequate sight 
distance. In general the roads chosen by cycling clubs were based on roads that met 
these criteria. Periodic maintenance to ensure a smooth surface was determined to be a 
high priority to safely service the bicycle groups. 
 
Other identified routes within the report that service the training cyclist include the 
Penshurst-Warrnambool Road and the Warrnambool-Carramut Road. Both of these 
training areas utilise not only the main roads but also the surrounding network of linking 
roads within these main road corridors. Adequate signage to increase awareness of 
these training routes was identified as a treatment, which helps to alert motor vehicle 
users to the presence of cyclists. 
 

2.4 Moyne Shire Council Road Safety Strategy – Draft Report 

This draft report has been prepared to outline the Shire’s strategy to improve safety on 
its road network. The findings indicated that 60% of all accidents within the Moyne Shire 
are single vehicle accidents, whilst 76% of all accidents occurred on rural roads. The 
report goes on to develop an objective list which will reduce the amount of these 
accident types on the road. Many of the accidents involving single car vehicles were 
deemed to be a result of the poor condition of roads. This fact affects cyclists as well as 
motorists and it is important that the road improvement strategy developed by Council is 
carried through. 
 
The report found that bicycle accidents represent 4-5% of all vehicles involved in 
accidents. School bus accidents were also highlighted as an area of concern. The report 
aims to improve safety for school students as pedestrians, cyclists and bus passengers. 
To assist with the success of the strategy, the report aims to involve the community in an 
effort to develop support for the principles of the strategy. The report also aims to 
develop safe training areas for the cycling clubs.  
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3. EXISTING ROAD NETWORK 

“Linking Victoria – Victoria’s Rural Road Network Strategy”, developed by VicRoads 
outlined a new method of classification and strategy for the management of Victoria’s 
rural roads. In the strategy, roads along major routes are categorised and signed 
according to level of service, traffic volumes and connectivity. This road hierarchy which 
forms the principal arterial road network categorises roads as either M, A, B or C roads. 
The grouping of these roads is based on the quality and function of the roads. In addition 
to this grouping of roads, there are numerous local roads which service landowners and 
local communities. 
 
Within the Shire of Moyne, there are four routes designated category B or above. East-
West running roads include the Princes Highway (Category A), which links with the City 
of Warrnambool, the Great Ocean Road, and the west of Victoria. Other east-west B 
routes include the Great Ocean Road (Category B100) in the south eastern corner of the 
Shire and the Hamilton Highway (Category B140) that connects Geelong and Hamilton. 
The only north-south oriented principal route within the Shire boundaries is the Hopkins 
Highway (B120), which connects Mortlake and Warrnambool. 
 
Numerous category C roads link the townships within the Moyne Shire Council. In 
addition, local roads complete the remainder of the road network. Figure 1 shows road 
hierarchy within the shire (local roads are not shown). Traffic volumes along a number of 
these major roads are included in Appendix A. These counts were provided by the 
Council and show 24 hours volumes at various locations and the percentage of 
commercial vehicles recorded on these counts. 
 

 
 

Photo 1 – Looking west along Princes Hwy at Killarney. 
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Figure 1 - Moyne Shire Council Road Hierarchy 
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3.1 Existing Bicycle Network 

Moyne Shire Council at present has only a partially developed bicycle network. There 
are no on-road facilities marked with designated bicycle lanes, although a number of 
shared paths adjacent to roadways are signposted for use by cyclists and pedestrians. 
These paths are typically found within the townships of Port Fairy and Koroit and are 
located in the vicinity of high cycle demand areas, typically near local schools and parks. 
 
In addition, there are numerous off road paths, similarly designated as shared use 
facilities within the townships of Port Fairy and Koroit. Port Fairy, in particular, has a well 
developed network of connecting paths which would partially serve local schools but 
primarily serves the recreational cyclist. The paths run through parkland along the 
coastal regions either side of the Moyne River and provide a good basis for developing a 
continuous bicycle network. 
 
Cycling Clubs and training groups based in both Port Fairy and Moyne typically utilise on 
road facilities throughout the Shire of Moyne, none of which are designated bicycle 
routes. A number of these local roads have been signposted with warning signs to alert 
motorists to the presence of bicycle training groups on these roads. These signs are 
typically located at either end of the most commonly used routes. Figures 2,3 and 4 
show the existing bicycle infrastructure within the major townships throughout Moyne. 
 

3.2 Bicycle Trip Generators 

Figures 2,3 and 4 have also identified within the townships the major bicycle attractors. 
Attractors are identified as components of the community infrastructure  which are likely 
to generate a significant number of bicycle movements. Typically, well known attractors 
within a township are: 
• Schools 
• Shopping Areas 
• Community Groups 
• Sporting Complexes 
• Tourist Facilities 
• Parks and recreational reserves 
• Cycling clubs 
 

3.3 Cycling within the Shire 

Moyne Shire Council offers varying levels of service to existing cyclists within the Shire. 
A number of different cycling groups are likely to utilise existing facilities and benefit from 
any future development of the bicycle network within the Shire. Each of these groups is 
discussed in the following section. 
 

3.3.1 Touring Cyclists 

Incorporating the western end of the Great Ocean Road between Peterborough and 
Allansford, a number of touring cyclists utilise the road network in the south eastern 
corner of the Shire. Tourist cycling can also be found along the coastal routes, and 
around the historic coastal township of Port Fairy. Tourist cycling also occurs between 
the Great Ocean Road and Warrnambool to areas further north, with tourist rides to the 
Grampians in north western Victoria via the Warrnambool – Penshurst Road not 
uncommon. 
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3.3.2 Cycling Clubs/Competitive Cycling 

Three cycling clubs from local areas are known to use roads within the shire boundaries 
as both training and racing areas. Port Fairy Cycling Club primarily utilises roads 
surrounding the Port Fairy area, extending north to Orford and north-east to Koroit, 
Tower Hill and Kirkstall. 
 
The Warrnambool Cycling Club, based in Wangoom and the Warrnambool Veterans 
Cycling Club occasionally use similar routes to that travelled by the Port Fairy Cycling 
Club. In addition they typically train on areas to the north-east around Wangoom, 
Grassmere, Purnim and Cudgee and east to Panmure 
 

3.3.3 Local, commuter and recreational cycling 

Cycling trips made by people in these categories typically occur over shorter distances, 
are more frequently occurring and are likely to be made by a more diverse age group of 
riders. Small children may undertake recreational cycling with families around 
recreational land whilst school trips also fall into this category. These trips are generally 
focussed on a local level and are typically made within townships rather than between 
townships. 
 

 
 

Photo 2 – Southcombe Park – Port Fairy offers ideal conditions for recreational 
cyclists 
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Figure 2 - Existing Bicycle Network and trip attractors within Koroit Township 
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Figure 3 - Existing Bicycle Network and trip attractors within Mortlake Township 

80003/600 Page 9 14 January 2002 
 

 



Moyne Bicycle Strategy 
Final Report 

 
Figure 4 - Existing Bicycle Network and trip attractors within Port Fairy Township 

 

80003/600 Page 10 14 January 2002 
 

 



Moyne Bicycle Strategy 
Final Report 

 
4. ACCIDENT DATA 

A review of accident data within the Shire of Moyne was undertaken using Crashstats, a 
VicRoads program which provides listings of all police reported accidents on Victorian roads. 
The crash data provided lists accident types, persons involved and road conditions at the time 
of the accident. The data contained in this package tends to underestimate the total number of 
accidents occurring on the existing road network as not all non-injury accidents are required to 
be reported to police. 
 
252 accidents were reported in the Moyne Shire between the period January 1994 and 
December 1998. Accidents involving bicycles accounted for 6.3 % of all recorded accidents. 

 
In the period between 1994 and 1998, 16 accidents involving cyclists were recorded on roads 
within the Moyne Shire boundaries. Of these, five were recorded within the township of Port 
Fairy, two in Mortlake and one in Koroit. The remainder of accidents occurred on regional roads 
within the Shire. It was noted that a number of these accidents occurred on routes commonly 
used by cycling clubs within the Shire. 
 
Figure 5 shows a listing of all recorded accidents involving cyclists over the 5 year period 
between 1994 and 1998. Table 1 sets out a listing of cyclist age involved in reported accidents.  
 

Cyclist Age Group Male Female No. of Accidents 
5-12 0 0 0 
12-18 2 1 3 
19-35 2 0 2 
35-60 5 3 8 

Over 60 1 0 1 
Unknown 4 0 2 

Total 14 4 16 
 

Table 1 - Listing of cycling accidents by age group 
 

Given the limited number of accidents occurring over the five year period within the Shire of 
Moyne, it was difficult to notice discernible patterns in the type of accident involving cyclists. 
Two of the fifteen recorded accidents occurred during wet conditions whilst only one accident 
occurred outside of daylight hours (dusk). Generally cyclists are less likely to use roads during 
wet or dark conditions, particularly in rural areas where no lighting is provided. Figure 5 shows 
the location and type of accident involving cyclists within the Shire of Moyne. 
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Figure 5 - Moyne Shire Council Bicycle Accidents 1994-1998 
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5. BICYCLE TREATMENTS 

A number of treatments, both on-road and off road, are available to improve safety and 
cycling conditions for cyclists within Moyne Shire Council. The degree of benefit obtained 
for cyclists varies depending on the type of treatment as do the costs of each treatment. 
 
A common method for developing the on road facilities within the road network is to 
implement bicycle treatments as other road improvements are made in the future. Moyne 
Shire Council presently has a program of road works and footpath construction programs 
for the coming years. Treatments set out in the programs vary from minor maintenance 
works to full reconstruction of roads. The development of the bicycle network will be best 
achieved by combining treatments where possible in an effort to reduce costs. This will 
enable more cycling links throughout the Shire to be developed. 
 
A brief summary of typical bicycle treatments used to develop both the on-road and off 
road network has been included below. 
 

5.1 Exclusive Bicycle Lanes 

An exclusive bicycle lane will have pavement markings and signage to indicate that this 
pavement area is for the sole use of cyclists. Road regulations state that vehicles are 
only allowed to use these areas for turning movements at intersections and for access to 
properties. 
 
Generally used in high volume cycling areas or where potential cycling demands are 
high, exclusive bicycle lanes are successful when located on roads that might otherwise 
be seen as offering conditions which may be detrimental to cyclists (eg high volume 
roads, high speed roads, commercial vehicle carrying roads). 
 
Whilst continuity of cycling lanes is of paramount importance in a bicycle network, it is 
recognised that good links between bicycle attractors can provide a good basis for 
developing the network in its infant stages. In general, bicycle lanes should be located 
on both sides of the road and should only be used where there is little demand for 
parking or where parking control restrictions exist along the side of the road. Typical 
widths required to implement exclusive bicycle lanes are included in Table 3 below. 
 
Speed Limit 60km/h 80km/h 100km/h 
Desirable Range 1.5m 2.0m 2.5m 
Acceptable Range 1.2m-2.5m 1.8m-2.7m 2.0-3.0m 

Table 2 – Exclusive Bicycle Lane and Sealed shoulder dimensions 
Ref: Chapter 4.4 “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Part 14 – Bicycles” 
 

5.2 Shared Bicycle/Parking Lanes 

Shared bicycle/parking lanes are a commonly used form of bicycle treatment where 
significant parking occurs along the sides of the road. The treatments can be used in 
areas where both parallel parking and angle parking exists although treatments adjacent 
to angle parking are less common due to the amount of road space required to 
adequately apply the treatment. 
 
Adequate clearance is required between the parked vehicles and the bicycle users and 
is particularly relevant where opening doors are likely to be hazardous to cyclists. 
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Shared bicycle/parking lanes are typically applied on wide streets where there is a 
significant demand for parking throughout the day. These treatments should not be 
provided in areas where parking demand is low or where restrictions prevent parking 
from being used for considerable periods throughout the day. The treatments can be 
used in conjunction with kerb extensions which will assist in deterring vehicles from 
using this road space as a trafficable lane. Typical widths required to implement 
exclusive bicycle lanes are included in Table 3 below. 
 
 Parallel Parking Angle parking  
Speed Limit 60km/h 80km/h 60km/h  

45 o angle 
60km/h 
90o angle 

Desirable Range 4.0m 4.5m 7.3m 8.0m 
Acceptable Range 3.7m-4.5m 4.0m-4.7m 7.1-7.8 7.8-8.5m 

Table 3 – Shared bicycle/parking lane dimensions 
Ref: Chapter 4.4 “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Part 14 – Bicycles” 
 

5.3 Sealed Shoulders 

Provision for cyclists can be made by utilising sealed shoulders along unkerbed roads. 
These cycling areas are typically provided by marking an edge line between the 
trafficable lane and the edge of the shoulder. Painted cyclist symbols can be provided on 
the pavement to alert motorists to the additional use of the road pavement, however the 
shoulder only takes on full legal status as a bicycle lane if signage and road markings 
are provided. 
 
Sealed shoulders, as with bicycle lanes are best used when the route is continuous, over 
a significant distance. In rural areas, difficulties for cyclists using sealed shoulders can 
be encountered along the length at locations where turning lanes are provided or at 
bridge crossing locations. In addition, maintenance of the shoulders is of prime 
importance and can directly affect the safety of the route. The presence of loose gravel 
along shoulders is quite common and represents a hazard for cyclists. Regular 
maintenance procedures are essential to encourage use of sealed shoulders.  
 
Widths required for the sealed shoulders are the same as those required for an exclusive 
bicycle lane – refer to Table 2. 
 

5.4 Wide Kerbside Lanes 

A wide kerbside lane is a normal traffic lane on the left side of the pavement constructed 
to provide sufficient width for both cyclists and motorised traffic to safely share the lane 
without changing lanes. The treatment is generally used in areas where the speed limit is 
less then 70 km/h. 
 
Wide kerbside lanes are generally inexpensive treatments that can be used in areas 
where road space requirements limit the potential to provid segregated bicycle lanes. In 
areas where off peak parking occurs, it is desirable for kerbside lanes to be in the order 
of 4.0 metres to allow space for both parked vehicles and cyclists to move. Typical 
dimensions for wide kerbside lanes are shown in Table 4 
 
Speed Limit 60 80 
Desirable Range 4.2m 4.5m 
Acceptable Range 3.7m-4.5m 4.3m-5.0m 

Table 4 – Wide kerbside lane dimensions 

80003/600 Page 14 14 January 2002 
 

 

Ref: Chapter 4.4 “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Part 14 – Bicycles” 



Moyne Bicycle Strategy 
Final Report 

 
 
 

5.5 Protected Two-Way Lanes 

This path is used exclusively by cyclists and is installed on the side of a carriageway. 
These lanes are typically used where origins and destinations for cyclists are on the 
same side of the road and where likelihood for crossing the road is low. They are best 
developed in areas where driveway crossings are few in number. 
 
A number of other less commonly used bicycle treatments, such as contra flow bicycle 
lanes are available to provide for cyclist and are fully detailed in Guide to Traffic 
Engineering Practice – Part 14 – Bicycles. Such treatments have not been listed here as 
they are not likely to be used within the Shire of Moyne because as are typically 
associated with more urban areas. 
 

5.6 Off-Road Paths 

Off Road paths can fulfil a variety of roles ranging from the purely recreational link for 
cyclists seeking exercise through to transporting cyclists directly from one area to 
another in a safe environment away from the dangers of other road users. The choice of 
the alignment and design option is dependant on a number of factors and should follow 
similar recommendations to the design and construction of roads, taking into account 
factors such as sight distance, gradients, and widths. 
 
These paths may be used exclusively by cyclists or pedestrians, or alternately may 
service a combination of both user groups. Shared paths may be appropriate where 
demand for both cyclists and pedestrians exists or where alternative cycling routes exist 
for more experienced riders. Off road paths are generally not used by more experienced 
cyclists, who typically prefer more direct through routes. 
 
The typical width for shared use paths are shown in Table 5 below 
 
 Path Width 
 Local Access Path Commuter Path Recreational Path 
Desirable Range 2.5m 3.0m 3.5m 
Acceptable Range 2.0m-2.5m 2.0m-3.5m 3.0-4.0m 

Table 5 – Exclusive Bicycle Lane and Sealed shoulder dimensions 
Ref: Chapter 4.4 “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Part 14 – Bicycles” 
 

5.7 Intersections 

Intersections can provide difficulties for cyclists as they are potentially the least visible 
road user, particularly at intersection approaches, making lane changes and turning 
movements difficult. They are also subjected to squeezing as intersections typically have 
more approach lanes, resulting in less space for cyclists. The presence of kerbs on 
approaches to rural township intersections can also introduce difficulties for cyclists. 
 
Any bicycle treatments at intersections are typically provided in conjunction with mid-
block on road treatments on both approach and departure sides to the intersection. 
 

5.7.1 Signalised Intersections 

Pedestrian treatments at signalised intersections can vary depending on the alignment 
of the intersection and the signal phasing required. Bicycle treatments at these 
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intersections are more common in urban areas and would not be considered within the 
Moyne Shire Council townships. 

5.7.2 Roundabouts 

Roundabouts typically represent the biggest on-road hazard to cyclists and statistics 
show that bicycle accident records at roundabouts are higher than for other road users. 
Visibility of the cyclist appears to be one of the main concerns. This visibility issue can 
be exacerbated on roads where commercial vehicle volumes are high. Options available 
for the treatment of cyclists at roundabouts include the provision of a segregated cycle 
lane outside the main carriageway of the roundabout, marked cycle lanes on the main 
carriageway and visibility improvements on the approaches to the roundabout. Not 
enough detailed study has been undertaken of bicycle treatments at roundabouts and 
their effect on accident records. 
 

 
 

Photo 3 - The Mortlake Roundabout 
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6. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

6.1.1 Schools Consultation 

Six schools presently operate within the townships of Port Fairy, Mortlake and Koroit. 
Contact with each of these schools was made in an effort to determine some of the 
safety issues and concerns faced by students and parents when travelling between the 
schools and other areas within the townships. 
 
The six schools contacted were: 
• Mortlake P12 College, 
• St Colman’s, Mortlake, 
• Port Fairy Consolidated School, 
• St Patrick’s, Port Fairy, 
• St Patrick’s, Koroit, and 
• Koroit and District Primary School 
 
Five of the six schools are solely primary schools, the exception being the P12 Mortlake 
College. A listing of the schools’ bicycle representatives is provided in Appendix B. The 
school representatives were chosen because of their involvement with bicycle safety 
within the school curriculum, and/or detailed knowledge of student movements to and 
from school. Each school outlined safety issues relating to: 
• on and off road facilities,  
• bicycles and their mixing with other road users 
• safety programs conducted by the schools. 
 
A survey was developed to determine bicycle participation rates, the schools 
involvement in bicycle safety programs and to outline safety concerns. A copy of the 
survey questionnaire is also included in Appendix B. A summary of the major results is 
included below in Table 6. 
 
 No of 

students 
enrolled 

% living 
within 
township 

Bicycle 
Education 
Course 

Road 
Safety 
Course 

Average 
no. of 
bicycle 
riders 

Bicycle 
Racks 

Mortlake P12  
College 
 

300 50% No Yes 20-25 Yes 

St Colman’s School, 
Mortlake 
 

44 45% No Yes 8-10 Yes 

Port Fairy 
Consolidated School 
 

230 65% Yes Yes 25-30 Yes 

St Patricks Primary, 
Port Fairy 
 

145 62% Yes Yes 10-15 Yes 

St Patricks Primary, 
Koroit 
 

161 72% No Yes 25 Yes 

Koroit and District 
Primary 
 

119 76% Yes Yes 10-12 Yes 

 

80003/600 Page 17 14 January 2002 
 

 



Moyne Bicycle Strategy 
Final Report 

 
Table 6 - School Cycling Participation Rates 
 
Whilst not all of the primary schools presently had bicycle education courses in 
operation, each school had done so in the past and expressed desires to operate them 
in the future. Constraints that prevented the implementation of such schemes included a 
lack of accredited staff and an already overladen curriculum. It was noted that a number 
of the schools set restrictions on minimum ages that children could ride to school 
unaccompanied, although it was recognised that this issue was difficult to enforce. 
 
The survey revealed that between 15% and 18% of students who live within the 
townships travel to school by bicycle. 
 
In general discussion with the school representatives, a number of pertinent safety 
issues were raised by principals and teachers that related to each school, although 
some crossover of issues within townships was noted. These safety issues have been 
summarised in Table 7. 

Township School Street/Area Issue 
Koroit St Patrick’s Anzac Avenue High Speed road with wide pavement 

represents danger to cyclists 
  Commercial 

Road 
Dangerous for children to cross safely 

  Garden Street Road pavement quality 
    
 Koroit and 

District 
Commercial 
Road 

Dangerous for children to cross safely 

  Penshurst-
Warrnambool 
Road 

Heavy Goods Vehicles from Murray 
Goulbourn 

  Southern Koroit Lack of Safe Routes from southern 
residential areas 

    
Mortlake St Colman's Main 

Roundabout 
Dangerous for cyclists 

  Townsend 
Street 

Lack of designated bicycle facilities 

  General Lack of helmets worn among Mortlake 
residents 

    
 P12 Boundary Road Dangerous Road with heavy goods vehicles 

and dangerous intersections with Mortlake 
Ararat Road and Jamieson Avenue 

  Hyland/Stewart/ 
Hamilton 
Highway 

Dangerous main road intersection used as 
an alternate route by cyclists 

  Main 
roundabout 

Dangerous for cyclists 

  Dunlop Street Difficult crossing point 
  General Introduction of 50kph speed limits 
    
Port Fairy Consolidated 

School 
CBD Number of wide cross intersections within 

CBD 
  CBD Potential conflict between parked vehicles 

and cyclists 
  Cox Street Vehicle speeds along road 
  General Lack of driver education re cyclists 
  General Lack of appropriate street lighting 
  General Future link required to south western 

residential estates 
  General Introduction of 50kph speed limits 
    
 St Patrick’s Cox Street Vehicle speeds along road 
  Princes Hwy Lack of east-west crossing opportunity 
  General Introduction of 50kph speed limit 
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Table 7 - Summary of bicycle safety issues as noted by schools 
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6.2 Bicycle Groups 

Three cycling groups were found to use Moyne Shire Council roads for training and 
racing purposes. Two of these were Warrnambool based clubs that trained out of 
Wangoom. The third club was based at the showgrounds in Port Fairy. In general, two 
types of rides are undertaken by the local cycling groups. Organised training rides are 
generally held at specific times along routes chosen by the cycling clubs. Organised 
races are typically held on weekends and conducted with the aid of a lead car, rear car 
and utilising corner stewards at locations where riders are required to turn into a blind 
corner. Typically the riding groups aim to use roads where they can travel at high speeds 
whilst maintaining a good degree of safety. Standard qualities that these cycling groups 
look for along a training/racing route include: 
 
• Circuitous Routes, 
• Low Traffic Volumes, 
• Good Road Condition, 
• Good sight distance 
 
Survey sheets were distributed to club members of all three cycling clubs, seeking 
information about routes that were used for training and those which were considered 
dangerous. A copy of this survey has been included in Appendix B along with the 
schools survey. The information received from these surveys has been summarised in 
Table 8 below and used as a basis for the site assessment and analysis of the regional 
road network. 
 

6.2.1 Port Fairy Cycling Club 

Based at the showgrounds, the Port Fairy Cycling Club has approximately 35 members, 
although some organised races can have up to 50 competitors on any given weekend. 
The Port Fairy Club typically uses routes bounded by Port Fairy in the south, Koroit to 
the north-east and Orford to the north west. The routes used by the members are shown 
in Figure 6 overleaf. 
 

6.2.2 Warrnambool Cycling Club/Warrnambool Veterans Cycling Club 

Although operating as separate clubs, each with approximately 50 members, many of 
the group rides are coordinated in combination between these two clubs. Routes used 
by both clubs for training and racing were typically located to the north-east of 
Warrnambool, around the Wangoom, Cudgee and Purnim West areas. It was also noted 
that some cycling took place in the corridor running between the Princes Highway and 
the Cobden-Warrnambool Road. These cycling routes are also shown in Figure 6. 
 
Specific comments from all three cycling clubs were sought regarding the perceived 
dangers facing cyclists on the roads. All clubs indicated that riding on the Princes 
Highway at any stage was deemed unsafe due to the presence of heavy goods vehicles 
and the speed of motor vehicle travel along these roads. A summary of responses and 
issues arising is included in Table 8. 
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Cycling Club Road/Area Issue 
Port Fairy Cycling 
Club 

General Existing signage greatly increase awareness of 
cyclists. More is required 

 General Gravel on road representing safety hazard 
 Orford Shaw River Bridge crossing – uneven profile 
 Toolong Road Poor Road Condition, potholes 
 Gipps Street,  Moyne River Crossing 
 Finns Lane, Toolong Poor Road Condition 
 Blackwood Road,  Poor Road Condition 
   
Warrnambool Vets 
Cycling Club 

Framlingham Forest 
Road 

Unsealed Section, that if sealed, would go some way 
to providing continuous loop through area 

 Hopkins Highway Speed and volume of traffic 
 General Gravel on road representing safety hazard 
   
Warrnambool Cycling 
Club 

Cudgee Railway crossing hazards – Hallowells road. 

 Hopkins Highway Speed and volume of traffic 
 Princes Highway Speed and volume of traffic 
 Wangoom Road Lack of link between Warrnambool and Wangoom 

Road 
 Dwarroon Road Railway level crossing – uneven surface 
 Wiggs Lane Unsealed section preventing continuous loop for 

training 

Table 8 - Safety concerns/ general comments from cycling clubs 
 

6.3 Other 

A number of other community groups were consulted in the preparation of this report. 
These included Bicycle Victoria, Victoria Police - Port Fairy, Parks Victoria, Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment, VDSAC (Victorian Disabled Sports Advisory 
Commission), and The South West Sports Assembly. Information obtained from these 
groups has been used to help identify the potential bicycle network and constraints 
within the proposed bicycle network. 
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Figure 6 - Location of exisitng training/racing routes used by cycling groups 
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7. MOYNE BICYCLE NETWORK 

The on and off road cycling facilities within Moyne Shire and the development of a 
workable bicycle network has been divided into two separate sections. The first looks at 
the regional road network, and the roles in which these roads service cyclists, both 
commuting and training cyclists. The second section looks in detail at both the on-road 
and off-road network within the townships of Koroit, Mortlake and Port Fairy. In each 
section, there is a brief discussion of the existing road function. Recommendations are 
set out which outline preferred treatments in the context of the existing road and regional 
environment. 
 

7.1 Regional Network 

Figure 6 shows the regional road network and routes commonly used by both cyclist 
training groups and recreational/touring cyclists. 
 

7.1.1 Commuter Routes 

Princes Highway 
The Princes Highway within the Moyne Shire Council between Warrnambool and Port 
Fairy has a road pavement with a typical lane width of 3.5m and sealed shoulders 
typically 1.5 metres in width. At locations along this section of road, where overtaking or 
turning lanes are provided, these shoulders can reduce to between 0.5 m and 0.8 
metres in width.  
 
Discussions with cycling groups revealed that even with these sealed shoulders, most 
cyclists would prefer to travel on less trafficked roads. This is a consequence of strong 
slipstreams generated by the constant movement of large commercial vehicles along this 
road travelling at 100 kilometres per hour. It was also noted that the effects of caravans 
along these sections of road had significant impacts on cyclists using this stretch of road 
between Warrnambool and Port Fairy. 
 
Along Princes Highway in the vicinity of Tower Hill, it was noted that certain sections of 
the road had shoulders which were covered with loose gravel which represents a 
potential hazard to cyclists. This issue was also raised by members of the Port Fairy 
Cycling Club as an area that could potentially reduce the attractiveness of certain routes.  
 
Coming into Port Fairy along the Princes Highway, the first crossing of the Moyne River 
represents a hazard for cyclists as the shoulders reduce to 0.3 metres where the bridge 
abutments commence. This is definitely a location for cyclist warning signs. 
 
Recommendation: As part of the ongoing development of cycling routes, it is 
recommended that routine maintenance to clear all sealed sections of loose debris is 
undertaken on roads and shoulders of principal cycling routes, including the Princes 
Highway. It is also recommended that at any locations where these shoulders narrow, or 
at bridge crossings, the installation of cyclist warning signs is recommended. Locations 
where these signs would be appropriate include: 
• The first Moyne River crossing driving into Port Fairy from Warrnambool 
• Right turn facilities at Port Fairy – Penshurst Road 
• Right turn facilities at Warrnambool-Penshurst Road 
 
Hopkins Highway 
Hopkins Highway lies within the Moyne Shire Council and links the township of Mortlake 
and the outskirts of Warrnambool. The road itself is in good condition and has a 
generally uniform profile. Measurements taken at regular intervals along its length 
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indicate that the main carriageway is undivided with typical lane widths of between 3.2 
and 3.5m. Shoulder widths along its length are narrow with sealed sections varying in 
width between 0.3m and 1.0m.  
 
As a high speed road with a significant amount of heavy goods vehicles, this road does 
not present ideal conditions for cyclists. Both the Warrnambool Cycling Club and the 
Warrnambool Veterans Cycling Club expressed desires to move training and racing 
routes away from this section of road. 
 
Recommendation: Road space exists to build and seal shoulders to provide adequate 
cycling space. This is a costly exercise but one that should be considered in the future. 
The most appropriate location for sealing shoulders would be on the short section 
between Blacks Lane and Sullivans Road. This treatment would most benefit cycling 
groups and enable them to use this short link along Hopkins highway to connect through 
to other lightly trafficked training routes, however the development of other training 
routes would result in greater benefits to cyclists 
 
Griffiths Street/Skenes Road  
This route connects the township of Port Fairy with the Princes Highway via the 
Woodbine Homestead and the Port Fairy Golf Course. The road is identified as an 
important road for cyclists and is used both as a training route and as an alternative 
commuter route towards Warrnambool and areas further north by the riders in and 
around Port Fairy. This road is less trafficked than the Princes Hwy and represents a 
safe alternative for cyclists.  
 
This route is signposted as a designated training route when travelling from Port Fairy. A 
number of these signs are located throughout the Shire of Moyne to alert drivers to the 
presence of cyclists. The signs are typically provided on routes used by members of the 
Port Fairy Cycling Club for both training and racing. The signs are non-standard and the 
use of them should be treated with caution as their impact may be lessened when many 
are provided. 
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Photo 4 - Existing cyclist signage along Griffiths Street, Port Fairy 
 
Penshurst-Warrnambool Road 
The Penshurst-Warrnambool Road, which is used as part of the Murray to Moyne (M2M) 
bicycle relay is in excellent condition north of Koroit with a typical width of 7.3 metres. 
There are some locations along this length where soft shoulders are present and the 
road appears to be in an average condition, however these areas do not affect the 
overall level of service provided by the road for cyclists. Through the township of Koroit, 
the road changes in profile(see Koroit discussions). The M2M ride continues south to the 
Princes Highway along the Port Fairy – Penshurst Road which has a narrower cross 
section but is generally in good condition. This route would be the most commonly used 
north south route by touring cyclists travelling between Warrnambool and the Grampians 
to the north. 
 
Port Fairy-Penshurst Road 
The Port Fairy –Penshurst road is a commonly used route by cycling groups and is in 
good condition. Typical cross-sections along this length  provide 3.5 metre trafficable 
lanes. The road at its southern end has been the location of one reported accident 
involving a cyclist over the last five years. 
 
Hamilton - Port Fairy Road 
The Hamilton – Port Fairy Road plays a major role in the cycling regional road hierarchy 
within the Shire of Moyne. As well as being a major route as part of the Murray to 
Moyne(M2M) cycle relay which travels through Macarthur and Orford prior to entering 
the township of Port Fairy, it is commonly used by members of the Port Fairy Cycling 
Club. The road itself is in average condition, with typically narrow cross sections along its 
length, in addition to some sharp bends.  
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Recommendation: Each of the above three routes have significant roles to be play for 
cycling user groups. Whilst these routes are commonly used by cyclists, they are also 
heavily used by other vehicles as they provide the most direct north south routes 
between regional areas. No major works are proposed for these routes to improve 
cycling conditions. It is recommended that routine maintenance, including sweeping and 
examinations of signage requirements be undertaken regularly and that liaison between 
Council and local cycling groups continue to ensure that cyclists needs are identified. 
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Photo 5 - The view north along the Port Fairy Coastline 
 

7.1.2 Potential Coastal trail 

The Warrnambool coastal route has attracted numerous recreational cyclists since its 
development, as have numerous coastal trails throughout the Melbourne Metropolitan 
Region. Recreational cyclists find the water a great attractor and the potential to further 
develop cycling links along these routes should not be underestimated.  
 
A long term strategy should be developed to assess options to provide a similar network 
around the Shire of Moyne. The development of the Great Ocean Road Bicycle Strategy, 
provides an opportunity to formalise links within Moyne between both Warrnambool and 
the Great Ocean Road. A re-aligned coastal route, following Childers Cove Road, was 
proposed in the Great Ocean Road Bicycle Study. No progression has been made for 
this proposal as yet. The linking of this road into Warrnambool is out of the scope of this 
document, however this issue, in association with the development of a formal coastal 
link between Warrnambool and Port Fairy is an opportunity that should not be dismissed. 
The coordination of an initial feasibility study involving both the City of Warrnambool and 
the Moyne Shire Council would be the first step in determining available options. The 
undertaking is likely to be a significant one as numerous constraints are likely to present 
themselves in the form of land use, land ownership, costs, and environmental issues, 
however the benefits achieved have the potential to greatly enhance the attractiveness 
of the Moyne Shire Council coastline.  
 
Recommendation: Undertake feasibility study into the potential development of a coastal 
bicycle route within Moyne and connecting with the Great Ocean Road and 
Warrnambool. 
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7.1.3 Rail Trails 

Rail Trails are a developing area of recreational activity within the state of Victoria. The 
development of a railtrail network would utilise former railway line land, which is now 
disused, as a means of recreation for both walkers and cyclists. The disused lines 
typically service provincial centres. 
 
The Victorian State Government presently operates a rail trail project which has set 
aside over 700 km of railway line land for recreational use, with 200km presently 
developed. The railtrails program is developed by the Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment (NRE). The funding applications are administered by the Natural 
Heritage Trust which is jointly administered by Environment Australia and the Dept of  
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestries, Australia. 
 
Existing disused railway line within the Shire of Moyne between Port Fairy and Illowa. 
was approved by the former Minister for development as a railtrail and is presently 
inactively managed by NRE. While not entirely continuous, as a section of the Princes 
Highway has in recent times been developed for vehicle use along the existing railway 
line, the route presents an additional opportunity to attract recreational cyclists to the 
area. 
 
To assist in the future development of the railtrail path, the best approach will incorporate 
the development of a strategy document, which outlines a concept plan and develops a 
business plan for developing the trail. The concept plan should be developed by a 
Railtrail Committee of Management and will be developed to develop control and 
maintain the railtrail. The Committee of Management will be the immediate point of 
contact with the NRE and can be a representative group from the Community, a 
representative group from Council or a combination of both.  
 
The concept plan should clearly list visions, strategies, objectives and actions of the 
proposal, taking into account issues affecting: 
 
• feasibility of the trail,  
• land ownership,  
• other constraints,  
• historical significance,  
• environmental issues,  
• management of the trail,  
• potential use,  
• facilities,  
• funding, and  
• marketing. 
 
Recommendation: That a Committee of Management be appointed to liaise with NRE 
over the future development of the Railtrail. This Committee of Management shall then 
commence the preparation of a strategy document outlining all aspects of the proposed 
railtrail. 
 

7.1.4 Bicycle Training Routes 

A wide range of roads are used by cycling groups for training and racing purposes in and 
around Port Fairy and Warrnambool. The roads have greatly varying cross sections. A 
number of these roads are in various states of repair, the further deterioration of which 
will prevent their use by cycling groups. 
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As was outlined in the community consultation area, bicycle groups expressed an 
interest in upgrading areas of the local road network, through maintenance or 
construction to provide continuous loops that could be used by cyclists for training and 
racing purposes in the future. Each of these existing and potential links in the cycling 
network was investigated with road measurements taken and site conditions noted. 
 

 
 

Photo 6 - Shaw River bridge crossing, Orford 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the future development of the Moyne Shire 
Council program of capital works take into account the identified treatments required to 
produce a continuous bicycle network of an appropriate standard within the Moyne Shire 
boundaries. Where possible, it is recommended that treatments requiring minor works, 
such as bridge and railway crossing works and signage and maintenance programs be 
undertaken as soon as practicable. A listing of the locations throughout the Moyne Shire 
Council and the proposed treatments is shown in Table 9. 
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Road Issue Treatment 
Shaw River Crossing, 
Orford 

Uneven surface between 
pavement and bridge 

Minor roadworks to provide smooth transition. 
Provide cyclist warning signage on both approaches 
 

Blackwood Road, Port 
Fairy 
 

Poor road condition.  Repair/reseal Road 

Spencers Road Poor Road Condition in 
the vicinity of Faulkners 
Road North 

Pavement assessment to determine works required 
 

Toolong Road Poor Road Condition Repair/reseal Road 
 

Finns Road, Toolong Uneven surface at 
western end 
 

Repair Road 

Moyne River Crossing, 
Toolong Road North 

Uneven surface between 
pavement and bridge 

Minor roadworks to provide smooth transition. 
Provide cyclist warning signage on both approaches 
 

Moyne River Crossing, 
Gipps St Port Fairy 

Poor condition seal Investigate resealing options in conjunction with 
regular maintenance work on bridge 
 

Moyne River Crossing, 
Princes Highway, east of 
Port Fairy 
 

Narrow shoulders on 
bridge crossing 

Install cyclist warning signs on both approaches to 
bridge 

Dwarroon Road, Cudgee Uneven surface between 
pavement and railway 
crossing 
 

Minor roadworks to provide smooth transition 

Framlingham Forest 
Road 

Incomplete road – 
unsealed section 
between Wangoom Rd 
and Framlingham Road 
 

Seal section of road 

Wiggs Lane Unsealed Road – 
between Spring Flat 
Road and Wangoom 
Road 
 

Seal section of road 

General Gravel  on roads Conduct regular maintenance programs along heavily 
used cycling routes 
 

General Lack of signage Install adequate signage alerting motorists to 
presence of cyclists along heavily used routes. 
Consultation to be undertaken with cycling groups to 
determine most appropriate locations for cyclists. All 
signage to be of  adequate standard. 
 

Table 9 - Recommended regional road (cycle route) treatments 
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7.2 Koroit Township 

7.2.1 On Road Cycling 

No on-road facilities for cyclists are presently signposted within the township of Koroit. A 
number of sections of shared cyclist/pedestrian paths adjacent to roads have been 
signposted within the township and are located as follows: 
• adjacent to east side of Anzac Avenue between Garden St and Queen Street  
• adjacent to west side of High Street between football ground and King Street. - 

gravel pavement 
• adjacent to west side of High between King Street and Sturt Street 
• adjacent to west side of High between Sturt Street and Commercial Road 
 
A number of shared use pedestrian and bicycle paths within Koroit and other townships 
appear to be designated as such without any modifications to the existing width of the 
original footpath. Any existing path that is less than 2.0m wide (2.5 metres 
recommended) should not be designated as a shared use path. The lack of width can 
impede disabled users and the elderly. These narrow width paths are exacerbated by 
the existing scenario whereby the paths along High Street are used for two way 
pedestrian and cyclist traffic, heading both north and south.  
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the existing network of shared use bicycle and 
pedestrian paths within Koroit township be upgraded through the provision of increased 
width (absolute minimum path width 2.0 metres, recommended 2.5m where possible) to 
capably accommodate pedestrians, cyclists and the disabled. Any additional paths to be 
constructed in the future should be done so to a similar standard. In addition, any 
existing footpaths where it is proposed that they be adopted as shared use paths should 
only be done so when standard width requirements are met. 
 
Commercial Road 
Commercial Road is the main east-west link through Koroit and forms part of the 
Warrnambool-Penshurst Road. Carrying up to 3000 vehicles per day, it is the busiest 
thoroughfare through Koroit and services the main commercial areas of the township. 
With parallel parking on either side of the road, there is limited scope to improve 
conditions for cyclists. The existing lane widths of 4.2 metres provide adequate room for 
shared through vehicles and cyclists, however the presence of commercial vehicles and 
parked vehicles opening doors increase the potential for conflict. 
 
The road forms part of the Warrnambool-Penshurst Road, east of High Street/Spring 
Creek Road and will potentially carry regional cyclists. The Koroit and District Primary 
School is located on the southern side of Commercial Road, approximately 150 metres 
east of High Street. Further east, the Murray Goulbourn Plant has a high concentration 
of commercial vehicles, which reduce the potential for Commercial Road, east of High 
Street to be used as a safe cycling route. 
 
The Koroit and District Primary School presently encourages cyclists to use its rear 
entrance in preference to riding along Commercial Road. This is an appropriate practice 
and should be further encouraged. 
 
Recommendation: Remove and remark kerbside parking at 2.0 metres when future 
parking in width to increase shared lane width for through traffic. 
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Photo 7 - Commercial Road, Koroit 
 
Commercial Place/Commercial Road/Station Street Intersection 
Spring Creek Road/High Street/Commercial Road Intersection 
The above two intersections represent the most commonly used north-south crossing 
points of Commercial Road for cyclists. Both schools  within Koroit indicated that the 
crossing of the busy Commercial Road represents hazards for student cyclists, as well 
as pedestrians. Whilst site distance at both locations is adequate, the mix of Commercial 
vehicles, parking movements and through traffic adds to the hazardous traffic mix. 
 
Recommendation: That consideration be given to providing a designated 
pedestrian/cyclist crossing point at Commercial Road in the vicinity of the shopping strip, 
between Commercial Place and High Street. This crossing point will assist cyclists, 
particularly school age cyclists and would best serve cyclists by being signalised 
 
High Street 
High Street forms a link between Commercial Road and Lake View Road. The road is an 
important link between bicycle generators such as the sporting grounds, the Botanic 
Gardens, the residential areas to the south and the main shopping precinct of Koroit to 
the north. This route presently has a shared path situated along the western side of the 
road running between Commercial Road and the caravan park entrance. The footpath is 
narrow and substandard in places. A section of path between the entrance to the 
bowling club and the Botanic Gardens is presently unsigned as a shared use path. 
South of the entry to the Botanic Gardens, an unsealed path runs adjacent to High 
Street, down to Garden Street. Signs are presently erected which deter cyclists from 
using this section of path. The path is of adequate width for shared use path. 
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Recommendation:  
• Upgrade existing shared paths along High Street to ensure that all signed paths are 

2.5 metres in width (absolute minimum 2.0 metres) 
• Erect signage to indicate shared use path on west side of High Street between entry 

to bowling club and entry to Botanic Gardens; 
• Upgrade path width to minimum standard and remove signs preventing cyclist from 

using path along west side of High Street between Botanic gardens entrance and 
Garden Street; 

• Construct shared use path (2.5 metres, 2.0 minimum) on west side of High Street 
between Garden Street and Horne Street; and 

• Construct standard shared use path on east side of High Street along property line 
between rear of Koroit Primary School and opposite entry to Botanic Gardens, near 
Garden Street 

 

 
 

Photo 8 - School Age cyclist through Botanical Gardens, Koroit 
 
Horne Street 
Horne Street is a lightly trafficked road that serves both east and west running residential 
streets at the southern end of Koroit. The road between Garden Street and Queen Street 
has potential to form part of the local road bicycle network, and should be promoted as 
such. The road has a pavement width of 7.3 metres and unsealed shoulders on each 
side. 
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Recommendation: Seal shoulders on either side of Horne Street between High Street 
and Queen Street to create safer riding environment as part of the road improvement 
program. 
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Anzac Avenue 
Anzac Avenue runs north south between Garden Street and Lake View Road. This road 
services St Patrick’s Primary school in the north and connects with the residential blocks 
along its length. Anzac Avenue has a wide road reserve and has a pavement width of 
7.8 metres. It was noted in the community consultation process that Anzac Avenue is 
wide road that is typically used by speeding motorists. 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that a shared use path along the east side of 
Anzac Avenue be constructed between Queen Street and Lake View Road. 
 
King Street/Commercial Place 
King Street is an east-west running road that serves the residential areas to the south of 
Commercial Road. It also provides an opportunity for local/school cyclists to avoid the 
busier Commercial Road. King Street varies in cross section:  

• 9.1 metres between Commercial and Sturt,  
• 5.3 metres west of Commercial, and  
• 6.2 metres at its eastern end. 

 
Commercial Place runs between Commercial Road and King Street and provides an 
opportunity to link cyclists between the northern and southern sides of Commercial 
Road. Commercial Place is 6.7 metres in width. 
 
Recommendation: Construct a standard shared use path (2.5 metres wide, 2.0 metres 
absolute minimum) along King Street up to Commercial Place. A budget submission is 
being considered by Council to realign King Street at the Commercial Place intersection 
to allow room for a path. Designate both the existing path and the newly constructed 
paths as shared use by providing signage along King Street and adopt as part of the 
local bicycle network. 
 
Station Street/ Bourke Ave/ Spring Creek Ave 
This link forms part of the Heritage Trail and should be promoted accordingly. Traffic 
volumes along both Station Street and Bourke Avenue do not warrant individual bicycle 
treatments. Spring Creek Avenue is a busier route and carries some commercial vehicle 
traffic. 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that signage be erected to indicate that the 
Heritage Trail be utilised as a bicycle route. The route should be promoted accordingly. 
 

7.2.2 Off Road Cycling 

A number of off road paths within Koroit are located within the Botanic Gardens, 
bounded by Garden Street, High Street and the sporting grounds. These links are 
signposted as shared pedestrian/cycling paths and serve users of the Botanical 
Gardens. The paths also provide a good link between St Patricks School and residential 
areas further north in Koroit as well as between the residential areas to the south and 
the sporting grounds.  
 
Three gravel paths, each approximately 3.8 metres wide and in good condition, are 
located within the gardens as shown in Figure 2. 
 
Potential exists to develop two off road bicycle links within Koroit: 
1. The first is already developed as a pedestrian walkway. A section of constructed 

footpath runs along the western side of High Street between Garden Street and the 
Bowling club and is presently unsigned. 
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2. An unformed right of way exists at the rear of the Koroit Primary School, connecting 

through to High Street along the right of way (adjacent to Pre-School Centre). As 
was outlined in the section on Boundary Road, this route provides an alternate 
access point into the school which links with a safer, less heavily trafficked route than 
Boundary Road. 

 
Recommendation: Upgrade path along High Street between Garden Street and Botanic 
Gardens entrance to link with shared paths further north. Construct shared 
bicycle/pedestrian path at rear of Koroit and District Primary School, running adjacent to 
Pre School Centre. 
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Figure 7 – Proposed bicycle network within Koroit township 
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7.3 Mortlake Township 

7.3.1 On Road Cycling 

No on-road facilities for cyclists are presently signed or pavement marked within the 
township of Mortlake. There are no shared walkways/cycle paths adjacent to any road 
on the road network within the township. 
 
Dunlop Street 
Dunlop Street is the main east-west link through Mortlake and forms part of the Hamilton 
Highway (B140) route. At its western end Dunlop Street links with the Hopkins highway 
which connects with Warrnambool.  
 
Dunlop Street is the main focus of commercial activity within Mortlake. The road reserve 
along its length is 50 metres which provides enough room for service roads on both the 
northern and the southern side of the roads in the commercial area. Parking lanes exist 
on both sides of each of the service roads as well as adjacent to the main carriageway. 
 
Side roads intersecting with Dunlop Street are presently designed to allow service road 
traffic along Dunlop Street to continue across the intersections without having to enter 
the main carriageway. This through traffic can increases the potential for conflict and 
motor vehicles. 
 
Recommendation: Improve design of service road entry and exit points to reduce conflict 
between vehicles and cyclists along Dunlop Street. This will be best achieved by 
incorporating a design where Service Road traffic must enter on to the main carriageway 
in the vicinity of cross roads. Where possible, designs should incorporate channelisation 
features to enable the through passage of cyclists across intersections without having to 
enter the main carriageway. 
 
Officer Street(south of roundabout) 
Officer Street runs north-south and links the Dunlop Street roundabout with Hood 
Avenue to the south. Officer Street forms an important link in the development of the 
Mortlake bicycle network as it services cyclists from the P12 College in addition to 
recreational users of the park and adjacent sporting grounds. South of Scott Street, the 
road pavement width is 4.7 metres which represents a potential squeeze point for 
cyclists should motorised traffic approach from both directions. 
 
Recommendation: Incorporate plans to widen final seal of Officer Street, south of Scott 
Street to accommodate traffic in two directions when road works are undertaken in the 
future. 
 
Officer Street (north of roundabout) 
Officer Street, north of Townsend Street reduces to a 4.7 metre carriageway. This road 
links the roundabout with the sporting grounds at the northern end of town. 
 
Recommendation: Incorporate plans to widen final seal of Officer Street to accommodate 
traffic in two directions when road works are undertaken in the future. 
 
Scott Street 
Scott Street runs parallel to Dunlop Street to the south. It is a lightly trafficked route 
commonly used by school students of the P12 college as an alternate route to the busy 
Dunlop Street route. Between Webster and Officer Street, Scott Street is 9.3 metres 
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wide with unsealed shoulders. This narrows further west to 7.0 metres(with kerbing) 
between Burke and Webster  and narrows again to 5.0 metre west of Burke. 
 
Recommendation: Develop Scott Street as part of the local Mortlake bicycle network. 
Promote township bicycle routes and adopt this route as part of the bicycle network. 
 
Townsend Street 
Townsend Street performs a similar role on the northern side of Mortlake to Scott Street 
on the southern side. The street was recognised by St Colmans School as a preferred 
safe route to and from school compared to the busy Dunlop Street. 
 
Recommendation Develop Townsend Street as part of the local Mortlake bicycle 
network. Promote township bicycle routes and adopt this route as part of the bicycle 
network. 
 
Shaw Street/Hamilton Highway 
Coming into the township of Mortlake from the east, west of the change of speed limit 
sign, the Hamilton Highway has a standard cross section of 3.5 metre lanes with 1.5 
metre sealed shoulders. As the road enters the residential area, the main carriageway 
cross section is maintained. In addition, service roads serve local side streets. These 
service roads are safer and less trafficked than the main carriageway and represent an 
opportunity to provide a safe riding environment for cyclists. 
 
Recommendation: Provide signage and linemarking at intersections to link both inbound 
and outbound service roads along Hamilton Highway between Boundary Road and 
roundabout. 
 
Main Roundabout 
Roundabouts typically represent the greatest hazard to cyclists and introduce many 
potential conflict points between riders and motor vehicle users. Problems typically 
associated with roundabouts relate to lack of visibility of cyclists at these intersections. 
This roundabout links some of the busiest roads in Mortlake and carries a high 
proportion of commercial vehicles along on the Hamilton Highway/Dunlop Street. Both 
cyclists and pedestrians within Mortlake face significant hazards at this junction. 
 
Anecdotal evidence from the schools detailed various crossing methods employed by 
cycling students wishing to travel from the north side of Dunlop Street to the south. The 
most common approach was found to involve students crossing through the parkland 
between Shaw Street and Officer Street(north) and then cycling adjacent to the 
swimming pool, prior to crossing Jamieson Street. 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that a cycle/pedestrian path be provided on the 
eastern side of the roundabout linking between Officer Street north of the roundabout 
and the southern side of Jamieson Street. This path should run through the public 
reserve adjacent to the proposed toilet block and further south adjacent to the swimming 
pool. The path should be wide enough (2.5 metres recommended, 2.0 metres absolute 
minimum) to accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists in both directions. 
 
Burke Street/Dunlop Street Intersection 
A second north south crossing point of Dunlop Street would greatly assist bicycle users 
travelling between the northern and southern sides of the township. Presently, cyclists 
are forced to cross against numerous paths of traffic from both directions. 
 
Recommendation: Develop kerb designs to incorporate shorter crossing distances and 
provide refuge areas for cyclists. 
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 Figure 8 – Proposed Bicycle network within Mortlake Township 
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7.3.2 Off Road Cycling 

Existing 
A number of unsealed paths presently run between the parkland bordered by Jamieson 
Street, Officer Street and Boundary Road, around the lake. The paths are presently 
unsealed. These paths operate as shared use links and are presently used as 
pedestrian paths, as cycle paths and by motor vehicles.  
 
Certain paths, particularly to the west of the lake are used by motor cars to access the 
caravan park which is situated within the grounds. Site visits also noted that these paths 
were used by cars as access points to the rear of the school which is used as a drop off 
and pick up zone. The school is presently undertaking works to relocate and formalise 
the drop off and pick up zones along Hood Avenue. When completed, these works will 
provide improved drop off areas for parents and opportunity to relocate the movement of 
parent cars through this park at the rear of the school. The mixing of traffic groups within 
this park area is presently an undesirable situation. 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that following the implementation of the new drop 
off and pick up arrangements for parents of Mortlake College students along Hood 
Avenue, Council liaise with Mortlake College in an effort to change parent driver habits. It 
is recommended that the school instruct parents not to use the roads to the rear of the 
school in Ti-Tree Lake Reserve as an access point for drop offs and pick ups. It is 
recommended that all paths within the reserve excepting those used as access roads for 
the caravan park be sealed and signposted as shared use bicycle-pedestrian paths. It is 
recommended that access onto these paths and that 3.0 metre design widths of these 
paths be adopted to not restrict the disabled or elderly. 
 

 
Photo 9 - Mortlake College cyclists and pedestrians in Ti-Tree Lake reserve 
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7.4 Port Fairy Township 

7.4.1 On Road Cycling 

Port Fairy does not have any designated bicycle routes marked on the existing road 
network although numerous shared pedestrian/bicycle paths adjacent to roads exist. 
These are shown in Figure 4. The on road riding environment in Port Fairy is typified by 
straight wide roads, with undefined road space. Intersections within the Commercial area 
are wide and present difficulties for cyclists who are faced with wide crossings, coupled 
with parked vehicles and significant turning movements. On road pavement markings 
except within the confines of the commercial district are rare.  
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the existing network of shared use bicycle and 
pedestrian paths within Koroit township be upgraded through the provision of increased 
width (absolute minimum path width 2.0 metres, recommended 2.5m where possible) to 
capably accommodate pedestrians, cyclists and the disabled. Any additional paths to be 
constructed in the future should be done so to a similar standard. In addition, any 
existing footpaths where it is proposed that they be adopted as shared use paths should 
only be done so when standard width requirements are met. 
 
Princes Highway 
Through the township of Port Fairy, the Princes Highway carries upwards of 3300 
vehicles per day, with approximately 10% heavy goods vehicles. Cycling groups and 
members of the local school communities expressed concerns over use of the Princes 
Highway as a safe mode of travel for cyclists due to this mix of traffic and the significant 
speed of vehicles. 
 
From the north, Princes Highway has traffic lanes varying in width between 3.3 metres 
and 3.5 metres, with shoulders varying between 1.5 and 1.8 metres in width. At the first 
Moyne River crossing, the shoulders reduce to 0.3 metres which represent a squeeze 
point for cyclists.  
 
Both Regent Street and Bank Street represent the most commonly used east-west 
crossing points of Princes Highway from residential areas north west of the Princes 
Highway into the City Centre (school students utilise the school crossing opposite Villiers 
Street).  
 
Where Princes Highway bends away from Albert Street, the lane widths remain the 
same, however the shoulders reduce and guardrail commences. At this location, a 
service road commences on the eastern side of the road which runs through to the 
intersection of Albert Street and Cox Street. An undeveloped path ranging in width 
between 1.0 and 1.5 metres links the highway and this service road. The path is 
presently utilised by a number of school children on bicycles to gain access to the 
schools area from areas east of the Princes Highway. 
 
A shared pedestrian/cycle path runs along Cox Street (Princes Hwy) at the eastern end 
of Albert Street. This path runs along Cox Street/Princes Highway west to the BP service 
Station at the western end of the town. The path is in good condition, however it is only 
between 1.2 and 1.5 metres in width along its length. 
 
At the western end of Port Fairy township, the Princes Hwy reverts back to a typical 
cross section of 3.5 metre lanes with a sealed shoulders of 1.5-1.8 metres in width. 
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Photo 10 - Existing shared use path along Cox Street (Princes Hwy), Port Fairy 
Recommendations: 
• Provide bicycle warning signs at the first crossing of the Moyne River north of the 

township and additional signage at the dog leg bend at Cox Street 
• Develop an east west crossing point across the Princes Hwy at Regent Street. The 

crossing shall provide refuge for cyclists/pedestrians 
• Construct linking shared use bicycle/pedestrian path on eastern side of Princes 

Highway between Regent Street and Cox Street to connect with service road along 
Albert Street. This path should be 2.5 metres in width (absolute minimum 2.0 metres) 

• Increase the width of existing shared paths along Cox Street to a minimum width of 
2.0 metres. 

 
Villiers Street 
The intersection of Villiers Street and Princes Highway was recognised as a critical 
intersection within the context of traffic movements during school peak periods. For 
vehicles it represents the most immediate access point onto the Princess Hwy from the 
Port Fairy Consolidated School. It also services both pedestrian and cycling movements. 
There is potential to upgrade the pedestrian crossing points in this vicinity. 
 
Recommendation: Improve awareness of shared path at Villiers Street through use of 
signage at intersection 
 
Albert Street/Polding Street 
These two streets are the immediate links between the Port Fairy Consolidated School 
and the local road network. They both operate as residential streets which service a 
significant amount of school traffic during the peak drop off and pick up times. 
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Recommendation: Upgrade footpaths and sign as shared pedestrian/cycling paths along 
the southern side of Polding Street along its length and on the northern side of Polding 
between the pedestrian crossing point and Albert Street. A similar path is to be upgraded 
and signposted along the western side of Albert Street between Polding Street and Cox 
Street. Paths should be 2.5 metres (absolute minimum 2.0 metres) in width. 
 
Powling Street 
Powling Street is a major distributor road to the newer residential areas to the south west 
of Port Fairy. Along it s length the road is 7.3 metres wide with no kerbs on either side of 
the road. As development grows in this area, it is envisaged that traffic along this route 
will also grow. The provision for cyclists along this route should be made at early design 
stages. 
 
Recommendation: Provide separated shared pedestrian/bicycle path on the east side of 
Powling Street along its length. Paths should be 2.5 metres (absolute minimum 2.0 
metres) in width. 
 
Cox Street 
Cox Street was widely reported as being a dangerous street for cyclists due to the 
undefined road space, the wide pavement and the straight alignment of the road, all of 
which are likely to encourage speeding vehicles. The road reserve along its length is 30 
metres. East of Albert Street, the road has a pavement width of 12 metres with 9 metres 
to the property lines on either side. This pavement width extends into the Commercial 
area, near Sackville Street. Adjacent to Sackville Street, Cox Street has angle parking on 
both sides with trafficable lanes varying between 5.2 and 5.5 metres. 
 
Recommendation: Mark edge line and remark centre line to provide 3.5 metre trafficable 
lanes along the western end of Cox Street between Albert Street and prior to the 
commencement of parking adjacent to Sackville Street. This edge line will define vehicle 
paths and create a sheltered riding area for cyclists without impacting significantly on the 
overall visual environment of the road. 
 
Bank Street 
Bank Street is an east west running street with similar cross section characteristics to 
Cox Street. East of Princes Highway, the pavement width is in the vicinity of 12.0 metres. 
This profile changes at the commencement of nose to kerb parking areas in the 
commercial area. 
 
Recommendation: 
Mark edge line along Bank Street between Princes Highway and the commercial district 
to create 3.5 metre trafficable lanes in each direction with adjacent pavement width for 
cyclists. 
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Photo 11 - Identified potential shared use path, Princes Hwy, Port Fairy 
 
Sackville Street 
Sackville Street is the main north south thoroughfare through Port Fairy and is the main 
focus of commercial activity in the township. South of Cox Street, the road is 7.3 metres 
in width with unsealed shoulders. Between Cox Street and immediately north of Bank 
Street, nose to kerb parking exists with a similar pavement configuration to that along 
Cox Street and Bank Street. Sackville Street is presently well serviced with bicycle racks. 
There is limited potential to improve cycling conditions whilst maintaining the present 
parking arrangements. 
 
Gipps Street 
The bridge crossing of the Moyne River along Gipps Street presently represents a 
hazard to cyclists as the decking is timber and the spray seal put in place appears to 
show signs of deterioration. This crossing was cited as being a hazard by cycling groups 
who use this route. At the crossing point the pavement narrows to 3.3 metres. It is 
expected that a certain amount of bicycle traffic wishing to cross the river will do so at 
the pedestrian bridge opposite the wharf.  
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that a new seal be provided at this crossing of the 
Moyne River and that signage be installed to alert motorists to the presence of cyclists. 
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Figure 9 – Proposed Bicycle Route within Port Fairy Township 
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Moyne River Footbridge/Griffiths Street/Lydia Street 
A shared use cycle/pedestrian path exists along the eastern side of Griffiths Street that 
crosses the road and links with the pedestrian footbridge to the Wharf area. The 
discontinuity of this road is less likely to attract bicycle use given the stop start nature of 
the paths. An additional path runs along Lydia Place and connects to the Beach Street 
paths along the coast. 
 
The footbridge across the Moyne River is about 2 metres wide, as is the bicycle path. 
The shared footway along the western side of the road runs for about 100 metres, before 
crossing the road. 
 
At the southern end of Griffiths Street, a number of walking tracks exist down to the 
beach and along to the cannon display and Battery Hill. The provision of bicycle parking 
facilities would help attract cyclists to the area and provide safe parking facilities. 
 
Recommendation: Install bicycle parking at Battery Hill Parking 
 
Beach Street 
The shared footway along the beach is bitumen paved up to the surf lifesaving club and 
concrete paved further north. It is 1.2 m in width and runs north to the change room/toilet 
block. Beyond the toilet block, there is a 3 metre wide paved section of road. It is 
unsigned and generally used as a service road by beachside properties. 
 
James Street 
James Street is a less heavily traffic route and represents a preferred bicycle route to the 
busier Sackville Street. James Street also provides direct access to both Southcombe 
Park and Russell Clarke Reserve to the south. 
 
Recommendation: Promote township bicycle routes and adopt this route as part of the 
bicycle network. 
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7.4.2 Off Road Cycling 

Southcombe Park and Russell Clarke Reserve 
Port Fairy has an excellent network of shared bicycle and pedestrian paths within the 
parkland at the southern end of the township. A number of these paths are in excellent 
condition and offer great opportunity for recreational cycling within the township. They 
are surrounded by a spectacular stretch of coastline that runs along Ocean Drive and 
have good connectivity between the local roads leading to the township and the 
coastline. 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that regular maintenance programs be carried out 
along the length of these paths. 
 
Port Fairy Wharf/Moyne River area 
A service road runs in front of the houses along the river near the wharf, approximately 
4.5 metres wide linking up with a 1.5 metre wide footpath that runs along the waters 
edge down at the tip of the park/BBQ area. The path itself in not protected from the 
waters edge in any manner and would represent a hazard as it presently stands were it 
to be designated a bicycle path. There may be potential to somehow connect this 
service road with this path, through the car park to the pedestrian footbridge further 
north. Constraints associated with establishing a link such as this include the access 
requirements of boats and tour groups along the piers close to the waters edge. 
 
City Centre paths 
There are a number of paths within the township of Port Fairy that have potential to 
operate as bicycle road reserves. A path presently runs between Bank Street and 
Regent Street adjacent to the old railway station. This path appears to be currently used 
by pedestrians, cyclists and for local access to the rear of properties. It is uncertain what 
future plans are proposed for this land.  
 
On the southern side of Bank Street, a right of way runs along the rear of residential 
properties to connect through to Gipps Street. This link connects with the pedestrian 
footbridge across the Moyne River. 
 
Recommendation: Provide signage of path adjacent to railway reserve between Bank 
Street and Regent Street to indicate shared pedestrian/ bicycle facility. Maintain this 
north south pedestrian/bicycle link as future development of this land is undertaken. 
Promote township bicycle routes and adopt the right of way between Bank Street and 
Gipps Street as part of the bicycle network 
 

7.5 Other Facilities 

Bicycle Racks 
The three major townships analysed in the strategy have varying levels of infrastructure 
for the storage of bicycles. 
 
Port Fairy: 
Sackville Street is well equipped with bicycle racks and has no immediate requirements 
for additional racks. Additional racks may be appropriate at major tourist and recreational 
generators such as Port Fairy Wharf, Southcombe Park, Russel Clarke Reserve and at 
the entry to Battery Point Park. 
 
Recommendation: Install bicycle rails at the Port Fairy Wharf, the entry to Battery Hill 
Park and at Southcombe Park and Russel Clarke Reserve. 
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Koroit: 
Two bicycle racks are provided along Commercial Road shops within Koroit, 
approximately 100 metres from the High Street intersection. The existing racks are an 
older style of rack which only provide facilities to lock one wheel Austroads guidelines 
state that bicycle racks that provide opportunity to lock or support only one wheel of the 
bicycle to the structure are considered inadequate. The progressive replacement of 
inadequate devices within all townships should be undertaken over time with priority 
given to those areas where the security risk is greatest. It is recommended that these 
racks be replaced at an appropriate time with more appropriate rails. An additional set of 
rails, on each side of the road would assist and should be provided at the western end of 
the shopping strip. 
 
Recommendation: Upgrade additional racks and install additional racks along 
Commercial Road. 
 
Mortlake: 
Along the shopping precinct of Dunlop Street, it is recommended that bicycle racks be 
provided at 2 locations on each side of the road. Presently, no racks are available, 
although other street furniture is available for connecting bicycles to. This practice is not 
preferred as it can damage existing furniture and prevent its original purpose being 
served. In addition, bicycle rails adjacent to the public swimming pool should be 
provided. 
 
Recommendation: 
Install two rails along Dunlop Street on each side of the road within the commercial 
shopping area, in addition to a rail outside the swimming pool. 
 
Showers and Lockers 
These are recommended at all large developments attracting a number of people, such 
as workplaces and colleges.   
 
Recommendation: It is recommended the Moyne Shire Council insist the provision of 
end of trip facilities are a requirement for all new developments within the townships. 
 

7.6 Signage 

The Austroads Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Bicycles Part 14, is generally the 
source of agreed practice for bicycle signage. Additional information is available in AS 
1742.9, Manual of Uniform traffic Control Devices, Part 9 Bicycle Facilities.  Recently, on 
some issues of signage, there has been a move away from certain aspects documented 
in the Austroads Guide.  Primarily affected is signage for bicycle routes.  Former practice 
has been for kerbside pole-mounted signs located mid-block or approximately every 200 
m.  Recent thinking has shifted towards bicycle logos painted on the roadway itself, 
usually in the desired path of bicycle travel every 200 m.  These logos must be 
complemented by appropriate regulatory signage at decision points to create designated 
facilities with legislative power.  This method has a number of practical advantages: 
 
• The logos are more fully in the line of vision of motorists, leading to greater 

awareness of the possibility that cyclists may be sharing the roadway.  Signs tend to 
be behind rows of parked cars or obscured by trees and other signage; 

 
• Cyclists get a greater perception of right of way and reassurance that indicates that 

they are travelling on a designated cycle route; 
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The use of signage on rural training routes is one area that has been previously 
developed and utilised in the Moyne Shire and has gone on to be adopted formally by 
VicRoads in Cycle Note No. 6, issued in April 2000. This cycle notes formalises the 
procedures and signage types available for use on both training and racing routes. Cycle 
Note 6 has been included in this document as an Appendix. 
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8. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

The funding of the Moyne Bicycle Strategy can be sourced from various areas.  Some 
funding will come form the traditional areas of Council, VicRoads and Parks Victoria, 
whilst other opportunities suggested in this report refer to sponsorship of particular 
routes.  All opportunities are discussed below. 
 

8.1 Council Funding 

Councils work closely with VicRoads and Parks Victoria.  It funds those routes, signage, 
education and encouragement activities not picked up by other groups/agencies. 
 

8.2 Parks Victoria 

Parks Victoria is generally responsible for the development of many off-road paths on 
the PBN.  Parks Victoria will consider dollar for dollar matching funding to local councils 
for the construction of off-road paths that meet its program guidelines.  The Public 
Grants Scheme continually changes, therefore funding may become accessible as new 
guidelines are issued. 
 

8.3 VicRoads Funding 

As part of VicRoads commitment to regional funding for bicycle facilities within rural 
cities and towns, funding guidelines have been drawn up for the development of cyclist 
friendly facilities on the regional road network. Under the proposal, VicRoads will 
consider providing 100% funding to local Councils for constructing priority bicycle routes 
in rural cities and towns. 
 
The funding provision, which will be provided for a nominal 1.0 km length of road per 
1000 people population within each township will be allocated subject to the proposals 
meeting the following criteria. 
• Council actively implements a cycling plan 
• An agreed set of routes be determined between VicRoads and Council 
• The Priority Bicycle Routes should provide the main links for bicycle travel within the 

city or town 
• Bicycle facilities for recreational purposes would not normally be designated as a 

priority bicycle route unless they provide a main link within a town 
 
The criteria set out by VicRoads indicates that in smaller towns, the only route likely to 
be funded would typically be the main route through town. Discussions with VicRoads 
revealed that the sealing of shoulders would be unlikely to be funded on roads other 
than M or A designated roads.  
 
In making assessment of the application funding, VicRoads will give significant status to 
the bicycle strategy developed for the Council. Under the funding scenario, the VicRoads 
require the strategy to provide enough detail to provide a clear framework for the future 
with respect to developing a bicycle plan. 
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8.3.1 2000 funding application 

In January 2000, Moyne Shire Council made an application for funding of proposed 
bicycle routes within the townships of Koroit (1.76km in length), Mortlake (0.905km), 
Macarthur (0.7km) and Port Fairy (2.9km). The application sought funding for the 
following routes. 
 
Koroit: 
1. Link from High Street along Horne Street and Queen Street to connect with St 

Patricks School 
2. Link along Anzac Avenue from St Patricks School to Lake View Road 
3. Provide sealed shoulders along Port Fairy-Koroit Road from Lake View Road to 

Commercial Road. 
 
Mortlake: 
1. Provide link between footpath/bicycle way along Boundary Road and P-Y12 school 
2. Provide link between P – Y12 School and Officer Street 
3. Complete loop around lake connecting two aforementioned paths with Jamieson 

Avenue and Swimming Pool complex 
 
Port Fairy 
1. Connect Port Fairy Consolidated Primary School with Southcombe Park Stadium 

and Ocean Drive 
2. Powling Street to Port Fairy Consolidated School 
3. Extend Ocean Drive Bicycle Route between Mills Crescent and Anna Catherine 

Drive 
 

At the time of writing, no decision had been made as yet for funding applications for the 
year 2000. 
 

8.3.2 Future Applications 

It is recommended that future funding applications for VicRoads be submitted with 
supporting evidence that will assist VicRoads in approving the funding. In general all 
applications will achieve greater chance of success by providing the following: 
• A description of the routes and their role in the road hierarchy, adhering to the 

VicRoads recommendations 
• Data detailing the user benefits of the proposed works (trip attractors, schools, 

safety, etc) 
• Any supporting documentation likely to increase VicRoads awareness of the need for 

the works, eg road safety strategy 
 

8.4 Natural Resources and Environment 

The railtrails program is developed by the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment (NRE). The funding applications are administered by the Natural Heritage 
Trust which is jointly administered by Environment Australia and the Dept of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestries, Australia. Applications for the program typically close in 
November each year. 
 
The task of obtaining funding will be in the hands of the established Committee of 
Management, who will be responsible for the development of a strategy document to be 
presented to the Department of NRE for funding consideration. 
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80003/600 

8.5 Sponsorship of Routes 

There is a growing willingness of service groups and commercial agencies in the 
community to sponsor various sections of the transport infrastructure network.  Many 
sections of state highways for instance are currently sponsored under the “adopt a 
highway scheme”.   
 
There are opportunities that components of the bicycle network in Moyne could be 
sponsored by service groups (Rotary, Lions, Apex) or major corporations may also be 
willing to sponsor sections of the network.  A campaign to seek funding for this section of 
trail might be considered with presentations made to groups who may be seeking a good 
community project to add to its community service program.  There are commonly, 
amounts of money up to $10,000 available for this purpose.  In return the council might 
give naming rights to the bike route ie: “The Apex Trail” or ”Rotary Route”.  Port Fairy 
Community Groups have already expressed an interest in adopting the 
Woodbine/Skenes Road in Port Fairy. *Similar presentations to promote the bicycle 
network to corporate and service organisations should also be considered and is 
recommended as part of the strategy implementation and funding program.   
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9. EDUCATIONAL PLAN 

Both motorist and cyclist education is one of the key aspects of improving safety for 
cyclists.  This can be achieved with the aid of the police, schools and local media. 
 

9.1 Code of Conduct 

An appropriate code of conduct to adopt is one promoted by Bicycle Victoria.  This code 
discusses path etiquette for shared footways and on-road paths.  To this effect, safety 
and enjoyment is maximised for all users. 
 
The Bicycle Victoria recommended code of conduct is as follows: 
 
• Keep left unless overtaking; 
• Overtake on the right; 
• Ride in a single file in heavy traffic; 
• Wheeled traffic gives way to foot traffic; 
• Ring a bell and slow down when passing others from behind; 
• Move off the path if stopped; and 
• Wear bright clothing during the day and reflective material at night. 

 
Other ‘rules’ of riding may include 
• Use line markings to differentiate directional movements, especially at bends; and 
• Use pavement signage to warn users to slow down at blind corners. 
 
While most cyclists are aware of appropriate behaviour it is important to teach new 
cyclists or other users of the path similar etiquette.  The marketing strategy identifies 
appropriate mediums to use.  It is also suggested that small signs along the off-road 
trails be periodically placed. 
 
Many cyclists identified concerns with motorist behaviour. The appropriate code of 
conduct for motorists includes: 
• Recognise cyclists are vehicles and are entitled to the same road user rights as a 

car; 
• Leave space between a cyclist and car when passing; 
 

9.2 Cyclist Awareness/ Educational Campaign 

The education of cyclists and motorists needs to occur at three levels: 
1. Students 
2. Adults 
3. Engineers/Planners 
 

9.2.1 Students 

Bike-Ed is a bicycle education campaign approved by the government, which is currently 
undertaken in a few of the schools within the Shire, but not all of them. Reasons cited by 
the schools for the lack of the program included lack of appropriately trained staff and 
lack of time within the existing curriculum.  It is recommended that Council actively 
encourage all schools within Moyne to re-introduce the Bike-Ed programs. It is 
recommended that Council support the continuation of the road safety/ bicycle education 
through to secondary schools.   
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ability to make responsible decisions in the traffic environment.  Mortlake College is 
presently the only college within Moyne that has secondary aged students. Further 
details of both Bike-Ed and Cycle-on  can be found on the VicRoads website, 
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au. 
 

9.2.2 Planners/Engineers 

Education also needs to occur at the planning and engineering level at Council. Any new 
developments which are proposed should incorporate the needs of cyclists. Policies for 
cyclists should be incorporated into Council documents at the strategic level as well as 
guidance at the implementation level.  Engineers and planners within the Council need 
to be briefed of the aims of cycling to ensure the requirements are adequately met and 
incorporated into daily practices. 
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10. PROMOTION OF THE NETWORK 

The specific objectives include: 
 
• Enhance the knowledge of the Moyne bike paths; 
• Ensure a constant profile of their status; and 
• Target the vast majority of the population in the Moyne Shire. 
 
Moyne has many opportunities to promote cycling both to the community and visitors to 
the area. The Moyne Bicycle Strategy recommends a number of ‘engineering’ style 
solutions to increase the number of routes within the Shire. The marketing strategy is 
necessary to ensure that the routes are used by the members of the community who 
currently ride or may ride in the future.  
 
It is proposed that the major mediums of communication include: 
 
• Map showing existing and proposed routes; 
• Recognisable signage on advisory routes;  
• Continuing presence in local newspapers; 
 
Table 10 provides a summary of the information to be presented and the medium used 
to achieve the transfer of knowledge. 
 
Knowledge Communication medium 
Location of bike paths Map, newspaper information/promotional articles, 

signage 
Features of bike paths Map 
Linkages between major landmarks Map, signage 
Behavioural – codes of conduct Map, newspaper information/promotional activities, 

television 
Sources of further knowledge Map, fun rides, newspaper information/promotional 

articles, television 
 

Table 10: Promotion of the Bicycle Network 
 

10.1 Map(s) 

It is important that a map be prepared showing the existing and proposed on and off 
routes throughout the Shire including recreational routes, touring routes and training 
routes fro cycle clubs. The map(s) would concentrate on both a regional scale and on 
the three townships examined in the study where there is a greater number of cycling 
trips. However it would provide descriptions of other routes in other parts of the Shire, for 
example the potential rail trail and coastal trail. The map should be simple and easy to 
read although should have enough information to advise the rider of alternative routes.  
It is envisioned that the map would include the following elements: 
 
• Ability to distinguish between on road and off road routes; 
• Information on the code of conduct, available from Bicycle Victoria; 
• A scale; 
• Contour lines; 
• A contact number for further information; 
• Major landmarks including points of interest, sporting facilities and schools; 
• Information on the terrain eg where there are steep grades or narrow bridges; 
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• A3 maximum in size to ensure that it is easy to fold and take on a bike;  
• Be made from tear resistance paper to ensure long life of map. 
 
The map should be made available to the community for recreational purposes.  It is 
suggested that the maps be distributed by the following means: 
 
1. Located on the counters of bicycle stores; 
2. At Council offices; 
3. At the tourist information centres;  
4. On any community notice boards throughout the Shire; 
5. Distributed as part of school education programs; 
6. Bicycle Victoria; 
7. The Port Fairy and Warrnambool Cycling Clubs 
8. On the Internet; and 
9. At all Sports Centres/ swimming pools. 
 
The distribution locations are targeted at the younger population within Moyne. 
 
It is suggested that an allocation be made in the implementation strategy to develop, 
print and distribute the map. 
 

10.2 Signage 

Prominent and distinguishable signage as discussed earlier is a method of marketing 
existing routes.  Opportunities exist for cyclists although many people do not know where 
routes exist or where they lead.  Prominent signage that drivers or more likely walkers 
see, may encourage them to cycle the route another day.  Cyclists may also be travelling 
along one familiar route, see direction signage towards another and divert their route. 
 
Signage is also likely to encourage cyclists that are thinking about riding but need a 
prompt or maybe using the excuse that ‘they do not know where to ride’. 
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11. IMPLEMENTATION OF PLAN 

As no budget has yet been allocated within the Shire of Moyne or received from 
VicRoads to develop both the regional and township bicycle networks, works have been 
prioritised according to the potential benefit gained by the cycling community. In 
developing the priority list, consideration has been given to the costs associated with 
developing each treatment, the potential for implementation of the treatment into other 
Council development works, such as roads and footpath programs. 
 

Recommendation Action Priority By 
    
Regional Network • Undertake regular maintenance 

program(sweeping) on regional roads and 
shoulders 

• Minor pavement works on bridge crossing at Orford 
• Repair railway crossing at Dwarroon Road 
• Liaise with cycling groups to determine need for 

improved/additional signage 
• Establish committee of management to develop 

railtrail strategy document, incorporating concept 
plan, business plan 

1 
 
 
1 
1 
1 
 
1 

MSC – 
Maintenance 
 
MSC – 
Maintenance 
MSC/Cycling 
Clubs 
Railtrail – 
Committee of 
management 

Regional Network • Seal Wiggs Lane 
• Seal Framlingham Forest Road 
• Erect cyclist signage at Moyne River crossing, 

Princes Hwy, Port Fairy 
• Repair/reseal Blackwood Road 
• Erect cyclist warning signs 
• Repair/reseal Toolong Road 
• Repair/reseal Moyne River crossing, Toolong Road 

North 

2 
2 
2 
 
2 
2 
2 
2 
 
 

MSC 
MSC 
MSC/VicRoads 
 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
 

Regional Network • Repair Moyne River Crossing, Port Fairy 
• Repair/reseal Spencers Road 
• Repair/reseal Finns Road 
• Feasibility Study - Coastal Route 
• Seal shoulders on Hoplins Hwy 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC/WCC 
 

Koroit Township • Investigate/Develop Commercial Road crossing 
opportunity 

• Upgrade Existing shared use paths 
• Construct existing path at rear of Koroit and District 

Primary School 
• Signage and promotion of Heritage Trail and local 

network 
• Install new bicycle racks along Commercial Road 
• Upgrade and sign shared use path on High St b/w 

Bowling Cluband garden St 

1 
 
1 
1 
 
1 
 
1 
1 

MSC 
 
MSC 
MSC 
 
MSC 
 
MSC 
MSC 

Koroit Township • Construct shared paths along High Street 
• Construct King Street path 
• Shared path on High St (east b/w school and 

gardens) 
• Shared path on King Street b/w High and 

Commercial 
• Re-mark Commercial Road Parking Area 

2 
2 
2 
 
2 
 
2 

MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
 
MSC 
 
MSC 

Koroit Township • Construct Anzac Ave path 
• Seal shoulders on Horne b/w High and Queen 
• Shared path on High b/w Garden and Horne 
 

3 
3 
3 

MSC 
MSC 
3 

Mortlake 
Township 

• Construct roundabout path 
• Develop recreation reserve paths/instruct schools 
• Signage and promotion of local network 

1 
1 
1 

MSC/VicRoads 
MSC/Mortlake 
College 
 

Mortlake • Dunlop Street Service Roads and crossing point 2 MSC 
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Township • Hamilton Hwy Service Roads and Signage 

• Provide additional bicycle racks along Dunlop 
Street 

2 
2 

MSC 
MSC 

Mortlake 
Township 

• Officer Street widened seal (north/south) 
 

3 MSC 

Port Fairy 
Township 
 

• Construct shared use path along Princes Hwy 
between Regent and Cox Street 

• Powling Street – construct shared 
bicycle/pedestrian path 

• Conduct regular maintenance along paths through 
Southcombe Park and Russel Clarke Reserve 

• Signage and promotion of local network 

1 
 
1 
 
1 
 
1 

MSC 
 
MSC 
 
MSC 
Maintenance 
MSC 

Port Fairy 
Township 
 

• Widen existing Shared paths along Cox 
Street/Princes Hwy 

• Develop east/west crossing point of Princes Hwy at 
Regent 

• Cox Street/Bank Street – linemarking 
• Signage along City Centre paths, adjacent to 

railway reserve 

2 
 
2 
 
2 
2 

MSC 
 
MSC/VicRoads 
MSC 
MSC 

Port Fairy 
Township 
 

• Bicycle parking at Battery Hill/Southcombe 
Park/Russel Clarke Reserve/Port Fairy Wharf 

• Signage at Villiers Street/Princes Hwy 
• Shared Use paths @ Albert/Polding 
 

3 
 
3 
3 

MSC 
 
MSC 
MSC 

General • Devlep Key Maps of Bicycle network/information 
brochure 

• Investiagte funding opportunities – Parks Victoria 
• Submit VicRoads funding applications – ongoing 
• Co-ordinate sponsorship of routes 
• Encourage Education program for school children 

 MSC 
 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC/Local 
Schools 
 

Table 11  - Recommended Action Plan 
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Appendix A – Moyne Shire Council Traffic Counts 
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Appendix B – Listing of Schools Representatives 
 
The six schools contacted and their representatives were: 
 
Mortlake P12 College   Pat Gleeson, Asst Principal 
St Colman’s School, Mortlake Noreen McLeish, Principal 
Port Fairy Consolidated School Russel Thomas, Bicycle Coordinator 
St Patrick’s, Port Fairy  Kevin Waterhouse, Principal 
St Patrick’s, Koroit   Philip Johnson, Principal 
Koroit and District Primary School Dennis Clayson, Bicycle Coordinator 
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